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A Seas~ii& Asxcstiun of P~&iii~ ~efendetswid Oiwd~a2Qefens~Car’.ssel

April 20, 2004

Via Sacsimile(202) 22S-2258
& U.S.Mail

HonorableDianneFeinstein:
UnitedStatesSenate
331.HarL Senate~ui1diz~
Washington1D~C. 20510

Ninth CircuitCourtofAppealsYudgeship
andReorganizationMt of2004
(S.2278), S.562, X{R. 2723

DearSenatorFeinstcit~:

The California Public. Defender’s Association (CPDA), an.
organization comprisedof more than 3,(JO0 criminal defense
attorneys, strongly opposesS.2278et ab proposalsto split the
Ninth Circuit. CFDA is co!wincedthatno tnily authenticrational
basisexiststosupporttearingasundertheNinth Circuit.

Conversely3theentirelyunnecessaryandavoidablecostswhichsueh
agambitwouldentailconstitutesuf~icientjustificatiantorejecteach
and all oftbe measures.

Dividing the Ninth Circuit would squanderimportantadvantages
that inhere in the Circuit, The Ninth Circuit benefits from
sig~iiiIcanteconomiesofscale, A dividedcircuitwouldbeplagued
by redundantfunctionsandemployees.

DiminishingtheNinthCircuitbyhalfasproposedbyS..562andILR.
2723would imposeotherwiseavoidablegeneralcostsestimatedat
$100 miflion, plus $10 million peryearin addedadministrative
costs. Moreover,the three-waysplit proposedby S~2278would
furtherexacerbatesuchimnecessazyadrninis~ativccvst~.



The1~ederalGovernmentis stmgglin~with unprecedentedde±icits.Henceour efforts
oughtto befocusedonreducingourcostsandpreservingour existingadvantages.

TheNinthCircuithasconsistentlyoperatedatthevanguardofinnovativetechnological
and administrativedevelopment.Historically, theNinth Circuit has well servedits
constituentsfor thepast110years.Rendingthis institutionwill yield onlyadegradation
ofsemvicesanda significantincreasein costs.

Asjudicial caseloadsandworkloads(two distinctconcepts)increaseacrossAmerica.the
NinthCircuitcontinuestoilluminatetheproperpathasit maintainsaniznportan.tuniform
approachto the developmentof Federal Jurispnxdence. Fragmenting such an
extraordinarilywell functioningmajorportionofthenat-ion’sjudicial¶,ranchis a terrible
idea.

Shouldyouoryourstaffrequireanyadditionalirmfonnatiori,I wouldbepleasedtorespond

With High

C

Chairperson

CPDA LegislativeCommittee

MPJ: fn

cc: TheHonorableHowardL. Berman
8~szikingMember,Subcommitteeon Courts3theTxrternet,
andInt~Ilecti.ualPropertyComrnitt~eon theJudiciary
United StatesHouseofRepresentatives

TheHonorable~arbaraBoxer,UnitedStatesSenate

TheHonorableJohnConyeza.Jr.
RankingDemocraticMembers -

Committeeon theJudiciary
United StatesHouseofRepresentatives



TheHonorableOi,in G.Hatch
Chairman,Comurnitteeon theIudiciaiy
UnitedStatesSenate

TheHonorablePatrickI. Leahy
RankingDemocraticMember
Committeeon theJudiciamy
UnitedStatesSenate

TheHonorableF. JamesSensenbrenner,Jr.
Chairman,Conirnirteeon the Judiciary
UnitedStatesHouseofRepresentatives

TheHonorableLamarS.Smith
Chairman,SubcommitteeonCourtsandInternet,
andIntellectualPropertyCommitteeon theJudiciary a.

UnitedStatesaouseofRepresentatives


