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April 21, 2004

‘Honorbie Dignne Feir stein '

Subcommittes ozt Tern wism, Technology &

Bomelend Security '

United States Comomit: 3o on the Judiciary m

215 Hurt Sennte Office Building - Loz, Prosiders

Waskington, DC 20510-6288 b Mot
: ] : - Jwd! L. Wi, Trose e

Dregr Sensator Fainsteit.,

Afred B Gostia, Je. (kauas)
Thank you for soliciting our comments on the proposed spiit of the Nimh Zeen &R 0o
Choant Conrt of Appesly and ob the slamative poposais: FTI2723, SRE63T and ,'f“m“"ff‘v
 SB2278. We have silicited comment from our federal practitioners gnd have Xm », Gamer
 found that the overw 1elming majority of our judges and anomeys who have Garaiine N. Haegag (Eust Hawa)

Howary K Lide
Rased on the vomments we have received and the discussions that bave tnda X, Rorgen (M)

been held, the HSB/. remsine opposed to o split of the Ninth Cieui. We mu.mm

believe the cument commposition of the Ninth Cirouit serves the public well, TWvaumsme
represcnting es it dors diverse demographic arcas ss well as 2 broad rangs of Sreatot . Srance (Hest Heeald
poltical and ssonomic constiruencies. We also believe that splitting the Ninth
Cirouit in sccordenca with sny of the proposed bills will lead to Increased (20 TAEREY
polarization of divergent interssts and the atiition of consisiency in the federal
court systean, HEBAJARA OELEOATE
: Jamas A Xawadhica
Tt hes becn noted by our commentators that the Ninth Circuit has been  execuTive otmecTor
cominsously inereazing its cfficlonsy thraugh .yarous mesns, including the tym Fankan Aresd
increased use of technology and the sonfimmation of new judges. This ik not to
say that expression o concems about the operation of the Ninth Circuit are not
valid. For example, it has been nowed thet there are markedly increasing
caselonds and delays m the disposition of sppesls. However, these copeemns can
be far better remedied by measares ofher than the proposed split of tha Ninth
Circuft. 'Vacant seats on the bench, which inchude the District Cowt of Hawall,
must be expeditiouns!y filled, and timely snd adsquate fonding must be provided
to improve the acceis to justics by our citizens, Addressing these immediste
concems will resud in minimpm distuption to the cirouit while emsuring
raaximum efficiency in the overall sdministration of jostice.

In conclusion. the Hawsli State Bar Assoclation strongly opposes a split
in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Who find that maintaining the cusren
compesitien oFf & s Chmanit io swoich wogre in scoprd unth yeomonng
cliscioncy and fFirness Mmtne sdmimyindiu: of jusite e, ~xnedmame—tharrdnmg
respactfully and care;jorically oppose eny of the thres alternative proposals.
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Very truly yours,

DALE W, LEE

President
Hawaii State Bor Assoy iation

Ce:  Honorable Dane] K. Inouye, United States Senate
Honorable Danicl X, Akeks, United States Senate
Honorable Neil Abarcrombie, United States Houee of Representative
Honorable Edw ard E. Case, United States House of Representative
Honorable Richard Clifton R, Clifton, Ninth, Cirenit Coust of Appeals
Honardble David A, Bzes, United States Distriet Court



