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April 7, 2005
Dear Senator:

| write to you today as the president of The Interfaith Alliance, a nonpartisan,
national grassroots organization with over 150,000 members drawn from over
75 faith traditions dedicated to promoting the positive and healing role of
religion in public life. We urge you to oppose all efforts to eliminate the over
200-year-old filibuster in the United States Senate.

As people of faith and good will dedicated to defending religious liberty and
promoting healthy democracy, we believe that the religious values of fairness,
integrity and mutual respect for differing viewpoints must be a part of the
legislative process. From across the spectrum of faith traditions, we share the
conviction that minority voices must be respected as well as heard.

As you know, one source of the Senate’s great power is the guarantee that
every Senator has the right to filibuster a piece of legislation or even a
particular judicial nominee. Our entire system of checks and balances
depends on a full debate in the Senate. In the confirmation process, the
filibuster was meant to be used sparingly to promote accountability and
compromise. Throughout our history, both political parties have benefited
from the opportunity to utilize the filibuster. The “nuclear option” of eliminating
the filibuster would destabilize our system of checks and balances and set a
dangerous precedent that threatens other important issues. This would leave
the majority with the power to reign with absolute tyranny over everyone in
both the minority and dissenting majority. Recognizing that power in both
houses of Congress has repeatedly changed hands over time, we are
concerned that your rights as a Senator, to speak for your constituents on this
issue, would be lost if the unprecedented “nuclear option” is enacted.

As people of faith committed to maintaining the historic separation of the
institutions of religion and government, we are certainly concerned about the
questionable religious liberty records of several of President Bush’s nominees
for the federal bench and the increasingly inflammatory rhetoric directed at
“activist judges.” However, whether you share our concerns or not, at a
minimum we seek your commitment to a full consideration of the experience
and qualification of each nominee. If the “nuclear option” is enacted, it
would irreparably damage the Senate’s role of advice and consent in relation
to judicial nominees.



Many of our forebears came to this country to escape the tyranny of a religious majority, and that
experience directly informed the founding of our nation. As people of faith and good will, we affirm
this democratic process that allows for full hearing of diverse points of view. We urge you to protect
the U.S. Senate’s constitutional role of advice and consent by opposing any efforts to eliminate a
senators’ right to filibuster. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kim Baldwin,
Director of Public Policy and Voter Education, at (202) 639-6370.

Sincerely,

s s

Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy
President, The Interfaith Alliance
Pastor of Preaching and Worship, Northminster Baptist Church (Monroe, LA)



