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DearSenatorFeinstein:

TheLosAngelesCountyBar AssociationstronglyopposesS. 2278,thelatestin aseries
ofproposalsto split theNinth Circuit. We alsoopposetwo otherpendingproposalsto
split thecircuit, S. 562 andH.R.2723. Thereis no legitimatereasonto split theNinth
Circuit, andcertainlyno reasonto incurthevery substantialcoststhatsucha. split
generate.

Foundedin 1878.theLosAngelesCountyBarAssociation isthelargestvoluntary
local barassociationin th* nation, The Associationis adiverseorganizationmadeup
ofmorethan24,000members,60 section,andcommittees,25 affiliated bar
associations,over 100 staffmembers,sadthousandsofactivevolunteers, Our
fundamentalmissionis to meettheprofessionalneedsofLos Angeleslawyersandto
improveth. administrationofjustice. It isin thislast capacitythatwe sendthis letter.

As bothChiefJudgeMaryM. SchroederandSeniorJudgeClifford Wallacetestifiedon
April 7, splittingtheNinth Circuit lacksthesupportof’ aconsensusofthejudgesand
lawyersin theNinth Circuit. Moreover,theproposeddivision servesno legitimate
interestandwill, in fact, hampertheeffectiveandconsistentadministrationofjusticein
thewesternUnitedStates.

Dividing theNinth Circuit woulddo awaywith theimportantadvantagesthatflow from
alargecircuit. TheNinth Circuit currentlyenjoyssignificanteconomiesof scalein its
administrativeandmanagerialfunctions. A dividedcircuit would haveto duplicate
manyofthosefunctions: SplittingtheNinth Circuit in two,asproposedby S. 562and
HR. 2723,would costanestimatedSiOOmillion, plus$10million peryearin added
administrativecosts. Thuthree-waysplit proposedby S. 2278would furtherincrease
administrativecosts. At atimewhenour federalgovernmentisf~cingsigniQeant
deficits,our effortsshouldbe directedatlowing costs,notincreasingthem—
particularlywhere,ashere,theincreasedcostswill do nothingto improvethe
administrationofjusticein thecircuit.
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As thenation’slargestfederalcircuit 0014 theNinth Circuit baa consistentlybeenat the
forefront ofteolmologi;uIandadministrativeinnovation. As caseloadsgrowin all ofthe
nation’sCourtsofAppala,efficientadministrationwill becomeOvermore easentiaLAs
SeujorJudgeWallacepointedoutin his testimonylastweek,simplysplittingalargecircuit
confersno muchbenefit;that pathwill leadonly to fragmentedfodoral law andincreased
inter-circuitconflicts. Evenin thefkceofanincreasingworkload,theNinth Circuit baabeen
deliveringcoherent,consistentcircuit law, If it remainsundivided,will SOrVOasamodelof
effectiveadministrationoft largeappellatecourtCartherentofthecounty.

S. 2278153solutionin searchofaproblem. TheNinth Circuit hambeanconsistentlyand
eftbctively servingthewesternUnitedStatesfor aver110 yoars~ Dividing thisvenerable
institutionwill yield no benefita,butwill squanderthesignificanteconomiesofscalethatthe
circuit currentlyenjoys. We urgeyouandyourcolleaguesto rejectS. 2278, aswell asany
otherproposalsto split theNinth Circuit.

Brian S. Curry
Chair,FederalCourtsCoordinatingCommittee
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