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HomrableDiazuicFeinatein
UnitedStatesSenate
331HartSenateOfficeBuilding
Washington,DC20510-0504

DearSenatorFeinstejia:

DiningthereoentsubcommitteehearingonpossiblydMdin~theNinth Circ~dt~several
speakerscautioned~gsinstincreasingadministrativecostsata timewhenthefederal ourtscan
leastali~rdiL I believethispointdeservesfurther~p1anation.Thefederalcourtsaxecurrently
e~cperiencingseverefinan~alduressduetoadeclinein federalf&mdingoverthelast evernl
years.Thesituationhasnecessitatedreducingtheoverallnonjudicial court*orkibrcebynearly
500positionsandrequiringouremployeesto takesomel7~560forcedfurloughdays. These
esmiploycesincludethepeoplewho docketthe~1inga~sendoutcriticalnolicosofcourt
proceedingsandsuperviseprobationors.Inli~it of thisveryseriousbelt-tightening,thishardly
seemsthetimetodupIioat~muchlesstriplicate,administrativeregionalheadquartersstaffing
andincurexpensivebuildingcons~wtionax~renovationcosts.

Federalcourtsin Californiahavebeenparticularlyhardhitbybudgetcutbacks,The
CentralDistrict ofCalifornia,whichhascourthousesindowntownLo~Angeles,SantaAnaend
Riverside, baaoutitsworkforeeby20 percent.Manycourtprogramsandserviceshavebeen
negativelyaffectedandtheclerkhasreducedpublicwindowsoz-vicebytwobournperdayatall
threedivisions. Staffreductionsalsohaveoccurredin theNorthernDistrict ofCalifornia,which
hascourthousesin SanFrancisco,SanJoseandOakland. TheBastemDistrict ofCalifornia
reducedtheworkweekoftomestaff Eventhebordpr-stressedS hemDistrict ofCaliforniain
SanDiegowasnotexcludedfrom thecutbacks.TheSanDiegoprobationoffice reducedsta~ng
13 positionsbelowthatauthorizedbyworkloadincreasca,yet still neededtolayoff anadditional
tenemployees.Ominously,theprobationoffice isreducingthefrequencyofoffenderdrug
testingandisredirectingS150,000indrugandmentalhealthservicesjusttomeetpayroll,

Reductionsinpublicservicehourshaveboonimplementedby ourcourtsinAlaskaand
4~awaii. Otlaerjudicial districtsintheNinthCircuit havecopedthroughuseoffurloughdays~,
~taffredu~flionaandreducedstaffworkschedules.TheCourtofAppealshasleft anumberof
positionsunfilleddespitea growingcaseloaddrivenbyarecentinflux ofimmigrationappeals.
Overall, the countswithin the~mthCircuit havelost112positions. Over600ofouremployees
werefurloughed~xatotalof2,190days.
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Nextyeat’s~BCI1situationwill alsobe grim. TheAdministrativeOfficeoftheU.S.
Courtsestimate.apotentiallouofan additional2)000- 5,000probationofficer andcourtstaff
po~tionsshouldcurrentbudgetpredictionsbold. Wefacetheveryrealpossibilityofsuspending
civil jury trials andhaltingindigentdefensecounselpaymentsby summerof2005.

InhisAprIl 14thlettertoSenatorGordonSmith.ChiefJudgeAnoorHaggertyoftire
District ofOregondescribesthefederalcourt’.upcoming~soalprospectsasapotential
“Constitutionalciiaistotire RuleofLawinAmerica.” ~Iepredictsareduetiorihiaccesstocourt
servicesandthecreationofapublic safetycrisisinOregonshouldCongressnotfluid the Federal
Courtsat a6.1%rateorhigherin fiscalyear2005. 1 encloseacopyofChiefJudgeHaggerty’s
letterfoxyourreview.

In light ofouralreadyconstrainedfinancialresouives,incurringadministrativeand
construotionexpensesredimdantofexistingcourtserviceswopid furtherburdenourability;
particularlyharein theWest.toadministerthebusinessofthefederalcourts. MayI askthatmy
letterbeincludedasport ofmypublic testimony.

‘&brceder J~c4’~A
ChiefJudge
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