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Hoit LamarSmith,Chairman
Subcommitteeon theCourts,the Internet,

andIntellectualProperty
B-351A RayburnHouseOfficeBuilding
Washington,D.C. 20515

Re:H.R. 2723

DearChairmanSmith:

I ama UnitedStatesCircuit Judgewith chambersin Billings, Montana. I
write in oppositionto H.R. 2723. I amalsoauthorizedto statethatthefollowing
Ninth Circuit Judgeswhoseofficial stationsarewithin theboundariesofthe
proposedTwelfthCircuit join mein opposingTLR. 2723:JudgeOtto R. Skopil
(Portland,Oregon),JudgeBetty BinnaFletcher(Seattle,Washington),andJudge
JeromeFarris(Seattle,Washington).In addition,JudgeJamesR. Browning(San
Francisco,California),JudgeAlfred T. Goodwin(Pasadena.California),Judge
RobertBoochever(Pasadena,California) andJudgeM. MargaretMeKeown(San
Diego,California),whoseinitial official duty stationswerewithin theboundaries
oftheproposedTwelfthCircuit (Montana,Oregon,Alaska,andWashington,
respectively),haveauthorizedmeto registertheiroppositionto H.R 2723. AU of
thesejudgesmaintainstrongconnectionswith theirformerstatesofresidence.In
particular,JudgesGoodwinandMcKeownwishedmeto emphasizethat they
spendasignificantamountoftimeeachyearin theNorthwest,maintainoffices
there,andretaincloseprofessionalrelationshipswith thebarandbenchin Oregon
andWashington,respectively.

Sincerely,

SidneyR. Thomas
cc: Hon. HowardBerman


