
Introduction of Judge Robert Bacharach 
Nominee to the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals 

 
• I am pleased to introduce Judge Robert Bacharach of Edmond, Oklahoma, whom the 

president has nominated to the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

• Judge Bacharach demonstrated his ability to excel early on when he received his B.A., with 
high honors, from the University of Oklahoma in 1981 and his J.D., order of the coif, from 
Washington University School of Law in 1985. 

• Following law school, he clerked for fellow Oklahoman, Chief Judge William J. Holloway, 
Jr., on the 10th Circuit.   

• After his clerkship, Judge Bacharach joined Crowe & Dunlevy, and in 1994, he became a 
shareholder.   

• In 1999, he was appointed by the judges of his district court as a United States Magistrate 
Judge for the Western District of Oklahoma.   

• In addition to serving as a magistrate judge, from 1997 to 1999, Judge Bacharach also 
served as an adjunct professor at the University of Oklahoma School of Law.       

• Judge Bacharach is the recipient of a number of awards, including the 2007 Leadership in 
Law Award from The Journal Record, the 2006 Earl W. Kinter Award for Distinguished 
Service from the Federal Bar Association, and the 2006 Special Presidents Award from the 
Federal Bar Association.  

• Judge Bacharach also performs significant legal services outside of his judicial role.   

o He has served on the Federal Bar Association since 2004 and currently is Vice-
President for the Tenth Circuit.  And, he previously served in other leadership 
positions, including as President of the Oklahoma City Chapter, Vice President of the 
Oklahoma City Chapter, and on the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma City 
Chapter.   

o He also served on the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma County Bar Association 
from 2004-2007.   

o Judge Bacharach has served for three years on the Oklahoma Bar Association’s 
committee, “Lawyers Helping Lawyers,” which helps attorneys who are experiencing 
personal problems such as depression, alcoholism, and drug dependency.   

o And, he currently is on the Board of Directors of the Lawyers Helping Lawyers 
Foundation. 

o Judge Bacharach further served his community as the Director and Executive 
Committee Member of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Oklahoma City from 



1998-2001.  And, he was on the Board of Trustees of the Temple B’nai Israel during 
the same period.  

o He also has performed extensive pro bono legal work for various clients over the 
years.  

• The Committee has also received a number of letters supporting Judge Bacharach’s 
nomination, including recommendations from:  

o Judge Miles-LeGrange, Chief District Court Judge for the Western District of 
Oklahoma;  

o Fellow members of the Federal Bar Association Lawrence R. Baca, Lauren L. Fuller, 
and Fern Bomchill;  

o Dean of the University of Oklahoma College of Law Joseph Harroz, Jr.;  

o General Counsel and lecturer at Oklahoma City University Mr. J. William Conger;  

o Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law at Oklahoma City University Lawrence K. 
Hellman;  

o President of the Oklahoma County Bar Association Laura McConnell-Corbyn; and  

o Crowe & Dunlevy attorneys William G. Paul and Harry A. Woods, Jr.  

• In addition, the Oklahoma Bar Association passed a resolution praising Judge Bacharach’s 
legal abilities and supporting his confirmation to the circuit court.   

• I ask that these letters and the resolution be placed in the hearing record. 

• Judge Bacharach is joined here by his wife, Rhonda, and his 3 1/2-year-old daughter Olivia 
Harper. 

 



Introduction of Mr. John Dowdell 
Nominee to the Northern District of Oklahoma 

 
• I am pleased to introduce Mr. John Dowdell of Tulsa, Oklahoma, whom the president has 

nominated to the Northern District of Oklahoma. 

• Mr. Dowdell has impressive credentials.  He attended Bishop Kelley High School in Tulsa 
and then received his B.A. from Wake Forrest University in 1978 and his J.D. from the 
University of Tulsa College of Law in 1981.   

• While attending Wake Forrest, Mr. Dowdell played football with some notable teammates - 
Senator Richard Burr. 

• Following graduation, he clerked for Judge William J. Holloway, Jr. on the 10th Circuit, for 
whom Judge Bacharach also clerked. 

• Mr. Dowdell then joined Norman & Wohlgemuth as an associate.  In 1987, he became a 
shareholder and the firm became Norman Wohlgemuth Chandler & Dowdell.   

• He has been involved in six cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, and the Court granted 
cert in two of them.  He also has litigated before the 10th Circuit on numerous occasions.   

• Beginning in 1999, he conducted over 50 mediations on a pro bono basis while serving as 
an Adjunct Settlement Judge in the Northern District.      

• He also has performed extensive pro bono criminal representation, including handling 
appeals in several criminal cases.  And, he has provided Bishop Kelley with free legal 
counsel over the course of his career. 

• Mr. Dowdell has consistently given back to his community serving on the Board of 
Directors of Bishop Kelley High School and as its President from 2004-2007. 

• He has received a number of honors, including being rated as one of Oklahoma’s “Super 
Lawyers” from 2006-2011 and being named a Top Commercial Litigation Lawyers by 
American Litigation Magazine.  He also received the Jack R. Givens Award for 
Professionalism and Service in 1998 and the Distinguished Service Award of the American 
Inns of Court in 1993.  

• The Oklahoma Bar Association Board of Governors endorses his nomination and passed a 
resolution praising his demeanor, intelligence, and legal skills.  I’d like to place that 
resolution in the hearing record. 

• Mr. Dowdell is here with his wife and four sons. 
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