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United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Circuit 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley: 

I write in support of the nomination of Professor Barron to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First 
Circuit. Although I have recently retired as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas, my direct 
observations of this exceptional nominee took place during my tenure as Chief. I attended a three-year 
course at Harvard from 2008-2011. Professor Barron was one of several professors who participated in 
this Executive Session, which was designed to help public officials, judges, and administrators improve 

the justice system in our state courts. 

Professor Barron's presentations to the Harvard Executive focused on the tension between 
judicial independence and the reliance courts must place in the other branches of government for 
funding. He observed that an increasingly utilized source of revenue for state courts has been the 
assessment of fees, which may perversely incentivize courts to favor those cases that generate fees. His 
observations carried great weight among the Session's participants as it quickly became clear that he 

cared deeply about preserving the decisional independence of judges. For my part, the professor's 
perspectives persuaded me to de-emphasize fees as a judicial revenue source in Texas. 

The Harvard Session encouraged frank discussions among individuals with forceful points of 
view. In that setting, I was impressed with Professor Barron's measured arguments, his firmly expressed 

convictions, and his overall pleasant temperament. I can well see him engaging productively with his 

colleagues on the First Circuit. 
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In Texas, the judiciary is chosen through partisan elections. I have won statewide office as a 
Republican three times since 2001. I have served with 21 Justices on the Supreme Court during that 
tenure. From my personal observation of Professor Barron's demeanor, intellect, open-mindedness, 
and knowledge of the judge's unique role in society, I can say without reservation that I would have 
been proud to ca ll him a colleague on the bench. I believe the First Circuit and the country would 
benefit from his service as an Article Ill judge. 


