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June 23, 2014          

 

Senator Patrick Leahy, Chairman 

United States Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Senator Charles Grassley, Ranking Member 

United States Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Re:  Nomination of Pamela Harris to the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 

 

Dear Senators Leahy and Grassley: 

 

On behalf of the National Women’s Law Center (the “Center”), an organization that has 

worked since 1972 to advance and protect women’s legal rights, we write in strong support of 

the nomination of Pamela Harris to the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.   

 

Ms. Harris is exceedingly well-qualified to serve on this important court.  She graduated 

from Yale College and Yale Law School.  She clerked for Judge Harry T. Edwards on the United 

States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, and for Associate Justice John Paul 

Stevens on the United States Supreme Court. Following her clerkships, Ms. Harris served as an 

Attorney-Advisor in the Office of Legal Counsel at the United States Department of Justice for 

two years before joining the faculty at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she 

received the Harvey Levin Memorial Teaching Award in 1998. Ms. Harris then joined the law 

firm of O’Melveny & Myers LLP as counsel, becoming a partner in 2005.  During her ten years 

with O’Melveny & Myers, Ms. Harris served as the Co-Director of the Harvard Law School 

Supreme Court and Appellate Practice Clinic, and taught at Georgetown University Law Center 

as a visiting professor.  In 2009, she left O’Melveny & Myers and joined the Georgetown 

University Law Center as the Executive Director of the Supreme Court Institute.  In 2010, she 

became the Principal Deputy to the Assistant Attorney General in the Office of Legal Policy at 

the United States Department of Justice. She rejoined the Georgetown faculty as a visiting 

professor of law in 2012.   

 

Ms. Harris’ legal career reflects excellence, a dedication to public service, and the best 

contributions of the legal profession to the public interest. During her career, Ms. Harris has 

appeared in over 100 federal appellate cases, and argued before the Supreme Court.  This record 

reflects her considerable experience, and the brilliant advocacy for which she is properly 

renowned.  In addition to honing her skills as an exceptionally talented litigator in the private 
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sector, Ms. Harris has spent a good part of her career in government service and in teaching 

aspiring lawyers.  Further, Ms. Harris has shown her dedication to the public interest and to 

improving the administration of justice throughout her career.  While at O’Melveny & Myers, 

she had a robust pro bono practice and established a cooperative program between O’Melveny 

and the Maryland Office of the Public Defender, through which the firm represents indigent 

criminal defendants appealing their convictions in state court.  She also has worked to improve 

the quality of appellate advocacy as co-director of Harvard Law School’s appellate advocacy 

clinic and as Director of Georgetown’s Supreme Court Institute.  In that latter capacity, she led 

the work of the Institute, which provides pro bono assistance preparing advocates for oral 

argument before the Supreme Court on a first-come, first-served basis, to elevate the quality of 

arguments heard by the Justices. In addition to her contributions to the legal profession in private 

practice, public service, and academia, Ms. Harris has served on the boards of directors of 

several nonprofit organizations, including the Norwood School in Potomac, Maryland. Ms. 

Harris’ many accomplishments are reflected by the unanimous “Well-Qualified” rating she 

received from the ABA Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary.   

 

The Center has had several opportunities to work with Ms. Harris.  In particular, Ms. 

Harris served as co-counsel with the Center in representing Mr. Roderick Jackson before the 

Supreme Court in 2005, in Jackson v. Birmingham Bd. of Ed., 544 U.S. 167 (2005).  Mr. Jackson 

was a teacher and girls’ basketball coach in Birmingham, Alabama.  He described practice and 

game conditions for the girls’ team that were inferior to those provided to the boys’ team, and 

complained to school administrators.  He was fired as a coach after doing so, costing him his 

coaching salary and full retirement. Ms. Harris was part of the legal team that litigated his case 

before the Supreme Court, successfully arguing that Title IX provided a cause of action for 

retaliation for those seeking to secure compliance with the law.  Working with Ms. Harris in 

Jackson allows us to personally attest to her outstanding legal skills, judgment, and analytical 

thinking, as well as to her excellent temperament and collegiality.     

 

Ms. Harris’ litigation experience, commitment to improving the administration of justice, 

and dedication to the public interest make her exceedingly well-suited for the position to which 

she has been nominated.  In addition, Ms. Harris’ confirmation would increase the diversity on 

the Fourth Circuit, making her only the sixth female judge to ever sit on this court.  For all of 

these reasons, the Center offers its strong support of Pamela A. Harris to the United States Court 

of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and urges you to support her nomination.  If you have questions 

or if we can be of assistance, please contact us at (202) 588-5180. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   
Nancy Duff Campbell    Marcia D. Greenberger  

Co-President     Co-President     

 

 

Cc.: Judiciary Committee 


