
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

June 27, 2014 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley: 

I write in strong support of Pamela Harris's nomination to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. 

I served as the Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary of The Hertz 
Corporation from 1998 to 2007. Although it may seem surprising that a car and 
equipment rental company would face issues with a constitutional dimension, that did 
indeed occasionally happen. When it did, I turned to Ms. Harris for advice and 
assistance. The views expressed in this letter regarding her qualifications to serve as a 
judge are informed by my interactions with her while at Hertz; I hasten to add that those 
views are my own and do not represent the views of my former employer, for which I 
cannot speak. 

In my dealings with Ms. Harris, I found her to be highly intelligent, quick to 
grasp issues, creative in her approach to problems, fair in her judgments, and direct in her 
advice. When discussing legal matters, she was incisive, objective and principled; it 
surely helped that she knew the law so well and could speak with authority on the 
subjects at hand, without a hint of defensiveness or dogmatism. She also was an 
excellent writer, whose work exhibited the same clarity, honesty and force that she 
showed in conversation. (She was, moreover, able to write quickly and with little need 
for revision; she seems to be one of those people who gets things right the first time.) In 
short, Ms. Harris was a model of professionalism as a practicing lawyer- someone who 
engendered trust and respect. I note that all those qualities are also vital for a judge, and 
especially for a judge on a court as important as the Fourth Circuit. 

Ms. Harris's academic achievements, meanwhile, speak for themselves. After 
graduating from Yale Law School, she served as a law clerk for Judge Harry T. Edwards 
on the D.C. Circuit and for Justice John Paul Stevens on the Supreme Court. Ms. Harris 
has also taught at Harvard Law School, the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, 
and at the Georgetown University Law Center, where she was the Executive Director of 
the Supreme Court Institute, a unique and respected project dedicated to improving 
advocacy before the Supreme Court. 

In sum, I believe that Ms. Harris is an ideal candidate for an appellate court judge. 
As her academic credentials demonstrate, she has a first-rate intellect. Equally important, 
she is a mature and able lawyer with significant experience in practice, no small part of 
which consisted of high-quality advocacy for business enterprises. Beyond that, she 
conveys a sense of fundamental decency, without which her intellectual abilities and 



professional skills would be for naught. I have no doubt that she would bring to the 
important judicial seat for which she has been nominated the same qualities that have 
made her an excellent lawyer, and that she would instill confidence in all litigants that 
their cases would be decided carefully and fairly. I urge you to confirm her nomination. 

Respectfully submitted, 

+J 
Harold E. Rolfe 


