
Congressional Record (Senate - May 04, 2011) 

Sen. Jack Reed:  I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the Record letters of support for 
Jack McConnell's nomination to the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island 
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[From the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce] 

   Statement of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce on the Nomination of John 
McConnell to the U.S. District Court   On Tuesday May 11, the United States Chamber of 
Commerce urged the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee to reject the nomination of 
John J. `Jack' McConnell for a judgeship on the U.S. District Court in Rhode Island. 

   The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce was not consulted at any point in the process 
by the United States Chamber of Commerce or The Institute for Legal Reform as to our views 
relative to the nomination of Mr. McConnell. 

   The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce has never endorsed nor opposed nominees 
vying for the federal or state judiciary. In a similar vein, we have never endorsed nor opposed 
candidates seeking elective office on the federal, state or municipal levels. 

   The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce has enjoyed a very positive working 
relationship with Senator Reed and Senator Whitehouse, and we respect their right and ability to 
put forth qualified nominees to the United States District Court. 

   We would point out that Mr. McConnell is a well respected member of the local community, 
leading important civic, charitable and economic development institutions including Crossroads 
Rhode Island, the Providence Tourism Council and Trinity Repertory Theatre. 


