
November 4, 2013 

 

The Honorable John Cornyn 

221 West Sixth Street 

Suite 1530 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

The Honorable Ted Cruz 

300 E. 8th Street 

Suite 961 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Dear Senators Cornyn and Cruz: 

The undersigned organizations, which represent the interests of everyday Texans, strongly urge 

you to swiftly name qualified candidates for the federal judicial vacancies in Texas. These 

vacancies represent an ongoing judicial crisis that inflicts profound harm upon ordinary citizens 

who depend on well-functioning courts for the provision of justice. With the number of 

vacancies increasing—leading to higher caseloads and crippling judicial gridlock—Texas cannot 

afford further delay.  

 

Texas is home to the most severe federal judicial vacancy problem in the country. There are nine 

current federal judicial vacancies—seven U.S. District Court seats and two seats on the Fifth 

Circuit Court of Appeals—without a nominee. Texas accounts for twenty-two percent of all 

current vacancies without nominees in the entire country, and some have been outstanding for 

many months and even years. One seat in the Western District of Texas has been empty nearly 

five years, since November 2008. Two others—one each in the Southern and Eastern Districts—

have been vacant for over two years.  

 

The Administrative Office of U.S. Courts has conferred “judicial emergency” status on seven of 

Texas’s vacancies, meaning there are simply not enough to judges to handle existing cases. This 

situation threatens to grow even worse, as two more Texas judges—one on the district court and 

another on the Fifth Circuit—have announced plans to take senior status in the coming months, 

thereby opening two additional vacancies.   

 

The result is that justice is delayed and critical issues are left unresolved. Already overburdened 

courts now have fewer judges to process the influx of illegal immigration and drug prosecutions 

that give Texas some of the largest criminal caseloads in the country. And in civil cases, ordinary 

citizens are left waiting to vindicate civil rights, appeal for disability benefits, or resolve contract 

disputes so that business can resume.  

 

As our U.S. Senators, you play a critical role in resolving this backlog. Under longstanding 

tradition, home-state Senators work with the President to recruit and recommend qualified 

candidates for federal judgeships, particularly for district court vacancies. Yet despite a growing 

crisis, the selection process for new judges in Texas has been extremely slow. It took until April 

of this year to establish a committee to evaluate candidates for empty district court seats, some of 

which had already been vacant for years. It was three months after that, in late July, when 



candidate applications were finally requested—and the current vacancy in the Northern District 

was not included in that request, although it had been announced several months earlier. Today, 

more than two months after the August application deadline, candidate interviews have not yet 

begun. Given this slow pace, and the two additional vacancies on the horizon, it is hard to 

imagine when all of Texas’s federal judgeships will be filled. 

 

The people of Texas need a fully-functional judicial system, one staffed with fair-minded judges 

who have the diversity in both personal and professional backgrounds to fairly represent Texas.  

 

We urge you to act now on this matter, and listen to the voices of thousands of your constituents 

who are calling for an end to Texas’s judicial vacancy crisis. 

 

Sincerely, 

ACLU of Texas 

American Association of University Women 

Texas 

Austin Gay & Lesbian Chamber of 

Commerce 

Border Network for Human Rights - El 

Paso, TX 

Dallas Hispanic Bar Association  

Empower the Vote Texas 

Environment Texas 

Equal Justice Center  

Equality Texas 

Fuerza del Valle Workers' Center  

Human Rights Campaign Austin 

Human Rights Campaign Dallas/Ft. Worth 

Human Rights Campaign Houston 

Human Rights Campaign San Antonio 

JL Turner Legal Association  

La Fe Policy Research and Education  

Lesbian Health Initiative of Houston 

MALDEF 

NARAL Pro-Choice Texas 

National Council of Jewish Women Texas 

State Policy Advocacy Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress Texas 

Public Citizen Texas 

Reform Immigration for Texas Alliance - 

Texas 

SanfordBethune 

SEIU Texas 

Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter  

Texans for Public Justice 

Texas AFL-CIO 

Texas Civil Rights Project 

Texas Employment Lawyers Association 

Texas Freedom Network 

Texas Homeless Network 

Texas Jail Project 

Texas League of Conservation Voters 

Education Fund 

Texas League of Young Voters Education 

Fund 

Texas State Teachers Association 

Texas Watch 

Workers Defense Project 


