
June 5, 2007 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy:  
 
On behalf of the 90,000 members and supporters of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), 
I am writing to urge the Judiciary Committee to reject the nomination of Judge Leslie H. Southwick 
to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals. Much of Judge Southwick’s record remains unknown because 
the opinions in which he concurred were rarely published and were not provided to the Judiciary 
Committee. What we do know is deeply troubling. It does not appear that Judge Southwick will 
uphold federal law, including laws against discrimination on the basis of race, sex, national origin, and 
religion. 
 
To the contrary, Judge Southwick joined a majority of the Mississippi appeals court in ruling that a 
state employee’s dismissal for referring to a co-worker as “a good ole n*****” was unwarranted, a 
ruling unanimously reversed by the Mississippi Supreme Court. In another case Judge Southwick 
wrote a separate concurring opinion positing that a “homosexual lifestyle” could be used to deprive a 
parent of custody of her own child.  
 
Historically, the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals has served as a bulwark for the protection of civil rights. 
Sadly in recent years that record has evaporated. President Bush has twice nominated candidates 
perceived to be hostile to civil rights that fortunately were never confirmed. Judge Southwick appears 
to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor nominees in his apparent hostility to civil rights. It is also 
disappointing that President Bush again failed to take advantage of an opportunity to appoint an 
African American lawyer to the Mississippi seat on the 5th Circuit Court.  
 
The Judiciary Committee’s hearing of  May 10, 2007, did not reverse the clear impression that Judge 
Southwick is unable to serve as an impartial judge on the 5th circuit, and much of his record still 
remains unavailable for analysis. The committee should reject his nomination and urge the President 
to submit a consensus nominee committed to respect for fundamental constitutional rights. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Phyllis Snyder 
NCJW President 
 
Cc: Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 


