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Nominee For 9th Circuit Will Face Senators 
50 Environmental Groups Object to Ex-Interior Solicitor 

 
By Brent Kendall 

WASHINGTON - Partisan fireworks over President Bush's judicial nominees could resume 
today when the Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to hear testimony from former 
Interior Department solicitor William Myers III, a nominee for the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals who is facing stiff opposition from environmental groups. 
  
"From the view of the environmental community, William Myers is someone that we 
really do not ever want to see in a position of adjudicating federal environmental law," 
said David Bookbinder, a staff attorney with the Sierra Club. 
  
The environmental groups, 50 of whom have announced opposition to the Myers 
nomination, are troubled by two legal opinions Myers wrote while at the Interior 
Department. 
  
Two Legal Opinions The groups have criticized a legal interpretation by Myers that 
limited the department's ability to restrict a gold-mining operation in Southern California 
that threatened to pollute nearby Native American tribal land. A federal judge 
overturned Myers' opinion. 
  
The groups also have taken issue with a Myers opinion that made it more difficult for 
conservationists to buy and retire federal grazing permits. 
  
In addition, environmentalists have expressed concern about Myers' views on private-
property rights. Myers has argued that property owners should be compensated for the 
loss of land value that resulted from environmental regulations. 
  
Proper Temperament 
  
"That, in essence, would be the end of environmental protection and zoning laws in the 
United States," Bookbinder said. 
  
But while environmentalists see Myers as having an ideological agenda, his supporters 
see him as someone who is fair and open-minded and who has the proper temperament 
for the federal bench. 
  
In letters to the Judiciary Committee, former Sen. Alan Simpson of Wyoming called 
Myers mainstream and balanced. 
  
Former Attorney General Dick Thornburgh, whom Myers worked under at the Justice 
Department, said Myers "demonstrated not only an outstanding legal intellect but also 
good judgment and exemplary integrity." 
  
Cecil Andrus, a former four-term Democratic governor of Idaho and secretary of the 
Interior in the Carter administration, said, "[While Myers had] been an effective 
advocate in the past for specific public policy positions with which I may have personally 
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disagreed, he also possesses the ability to act fairly on matters of law that will come 
before him on the court." 
  
Myers served for two years as the top lawyer in the Interior Department before resigning 
in October and returning to his private practice at Holland & Hart in Boise, Idaho, where 
he specializes in public land law. 
  
Before taking the Interior post, Myers also worked as a lobbyist for the National 
Cattlemen's Beef Association and was registered to lobby for the mining industry. 
  
In August, two environmental groups, Friends of the Earth and Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility, charged that Myers had violated government ethics rules 
while serving as Interior solicitor by meeting with former clients in the cattle and mining 
industries. 
  
The Interior Department's inspector general and the Office of Government Ethics 
launched investigations into the allegations and in December cleared Myers of any 
wrongdoing. 
  
The report did, however, note that Myers had a number of meetings with grazing and 
mining interests. But, the report found those meetings to have been unrelated to Myers' 
previous private-practice work. 
  
The report also found that none of the meetings took place after Myers' first 12 months 
of service at the Interior Department, a period during which he was prohibited from 
working on any specific matters involving his former clients. 
  
"The groups tried to smear Bill," said Mark Pfeifle, spokesman for the Interior 
Department. "They failed, and in doing so they damaged their credibility." 
  
"The inspector general's report [and] the Office of Government Ethics report proved that 
Bill served the American people with the highest level of professional conduct," Pfeifle 
added. 
  
But Buck Parker, executive director of Oakland-based environmental public-
interest law firm Earthjustice, took a different view of Myers' tenure at the 
Interior Department and of Bush's decision to nominate him for the 9th Circuit. 
  
"William Myers' only apparent qualifications for a seat on the 9th Circuit are 
that he has long been a lawyer and lobbyist for the mining and cattle industries 
and has used his public office as Interior solicitor to further their interests at 
the expense of Native Americans and the environment," Parker said. 
  
If the Senate confirms Myers for a spot on the 9th Circuit, he will fill the seat vacated by 
Judge Thomas Nelson of Idaho, who took senior status in November. 
  
Myers' confirmation hearing was scheduled for Wednesday but was pushed back a day 
because of the ricin scare in the Senate's office buildings. 
  
Those buildings remain closed, and the hearing will take place in a House building, 
instead. 
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