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Democrats Plan to Block 9th Circuit Nominee 
By Brent Kendall 

William G. Myers III, a controversial nominee for the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, on 
Tuesday likely will become the seventh Bush judicial nominee blocked by Senate Democrats. 
 
The Myers nomination, which is strongly opposed by environmental and Native American 
groups, has seen no action since April 1, when the Judiciary Committee approved Myers on a 10-
9 party-line vote, sending the nomination to the full Senate. 
 
That changed Friday when Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., scheduled a procedural 
vote on Myers for Tuesday. The Senate's consideration of Myers comes during its last week in 
session until September. 
 
"We're looking to move forward on the president's nominees," said Frist spokesman Nick Smith. 
"William Myers is a highly qualified individual who would bring balance to the 9th Circuit." 
 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, the ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Committee, said the pending 
consideration of Myers "brings the environment to the front burner as the Senate ends this 
summer session." 
 
"William Myers epitomizes the anti-environmental tilt of so many Bush nominees," Leahy said. 
"He should not be confirmed, and my hope is that he will not be confirmed." 
 
Myers, who served from 2001 to 2003 as the top lawyer of the Interior Department, is a 
specialist in public-land law who has worked as a lawyer and lobbyist for the cattle and mining 
industries. 
 
After leaving the Interior Department, he returned to private practice at Holland & Hart in Boise, 
Idaho. 
 
Democrats and environmental groups have said that Myers attempted to weaken federal 
regulation of mining operations and cattle grazing though legal opinions he wrote for the Interior 
Department. 
 
They also have criticized him for taking positions that favored an expansive view of private-
property rights and that offered a restricted interpretation of Congress' regulatory authority under 
the Commerce Clause. 
 
"William Myers is the most anti-environmental judicial nominee that we've ever seen," 
said Glenn Sugameli, senior legislative counsel for the environmental law firm 
Earthjustice. 
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During the Judiciary Committee's April vote on Myers, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., said she 
had "serious questions about his capability to judge cases impartially."  
 
Feinstein called Myers' work at the Interior Department "troubling." 
 
Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, defended his home-state nominee repeatedly from Democratic 
criticism, saying that Myers' views were "well within the mainstream of American 
jurisprudence." 
 
At the same meeting, Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said Myers had been "unfairly criticized for 
daring to represent farmers, ranchers and miners." 
 
The Senate will begin debate on the Myers nomination today. Republicans will need 60 votes to 
succeed in Tuesday's procedural vote, which is expected to fail. Democrats need 41 votes to 
filibuster, or indefinitely delay, the nomination. 
 
Democrats have filibustered six Bush nominees, including Los Angeles Superior Court Judge 
Carolyn Kuhl, a nominee for the 9th Circuit, and state Supreme Court Justice Janice Rogers 
Brown, a nominee for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
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