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COURTS: Pickering announces retirement, blasts Democratic filibusters 

Charles Pickering, who President Bush placed on the federal bench earlier this year using a 
controversial recess appointment, is expected to formally announce today his retirement 
from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and indicated that he would not continue to seek 
a permanent spot on the court. 

Pickering released a statement late yesterday announcing his retirement and denouncing 
Senate Democrats and interest groups who blocked his nomination. 

"A minority of senators prevented the majority from confirming me to a permanent position 
on the 5th Circuit," Pickering said in the statement. "The actions of the minority leave me 
with no alternative than to retire as Congress adjourns." 

Pickering added, "Extreme special interest groups opposed my nomination primarily due to 
their hostility to any nominee with strong religious convictions who personally disagrees 
with them on abortion, marriage and references to God at public ceremonies and 
institutions." 

Glenn Sugameli, an attorney for Earthjustice, denied that religious factors were a 
consideration in the widespread opposition to Pickering, saying that numerous Bush 
nominees with strong religious convictions have already been confirmed by the Senate. 

"Judge Pickering has a highly intemperate statement that falsely claims that opposition to 
his nomination was based on his religious beliefs," Sugameli said. Adding, "Rather, it was 
based on his record of anti-environmental judicial activism and his ethical problems." 

Under federal law, Pickering's recess appointment lasts only until the next session of 
Congress, meaning he would have had to step down from the bench when the 109th 
Congress convenes in January. 

Environmental and civil rights groups have opposed Pickering's judicial record, and Senate 
Democrats twice blocked attempts to approve his nomination. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee rejected Pickering in spring 2002, when Democrats were in the majority. In 
November 2003, a Republican attempt to invoke cloture and end a Democratic filibuster of 
the nomination on the floor failed, 54-43. 

During his nomination fight, environmental groups repeatedly cited cases where Judge 
Pickering dismissed victims's toxic court claims concerning a Superfund site "with 
prejudice," preventing plaintiffs from returning to court, and a case where he ruled in favor 
of a developer limiting challenges to a wetlands permit for a proposed casino (E&E Daily, 
Jan. 20). 
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