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Judicial Nominee Blasted By NCAI 
Appeals Court Candidate Accused Of Disrespecting Sacred Sites 

By Sam Lewin, Native American Times  
A nominee to the federal bench is being 
blasted for his record on tribal rights and the 
environment. William G. Myers III is being 
considered for a position on the Ninth 
Circuit Appeals Court. His nomination will 
be considered tomorrow by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 
 
Tuesday, a coalition of environmental 
organizations, joined by the National 
Congress of American Indians, hosted a 
conference call with reporters to criticize 
Myers, 47, and his record. Myers is a former 
lobbyist for coal and mining businesses, and 
also worked as an attorney for the Interior 
Department. 
 
“ His opinions demonstrate he has no 
compunction about using public office to 
advance his private agenda,” said Buck 
Parker, Executive Director of the 
conservation group Earthjustice. 
 
Parker and the NCAI pointed to Myers’ 
handling of the Glamis Imperial Gold Mine 
Project in California, a proposed 1,600-acre 
open-pit gold mine located in the California 
Desert Conservation Area. The area includes 
sacred ancestral lands belonging to the 
Quechan Indian Nation. Opponents 
contended that the project would irreparably 
damage part of the Quechan Tribe’s 
religiously significant Trail of Dreams. 
During the Clinton Administration, Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt refused Glamis a 
permit for the mine. Myers, however, wrote 
a legal opinion that opened the area to the 
project. His opponents say the Idaho native 
met extensively with mining company 
officials, and not once with tribal 

representatives. 
 
Myers also supported a company that made 
kitty litter in their attempts to sue after being 
rejected a permit to mine open clay pits on 
340 acres of federal land neighboring the 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony in Nevada. In 
that case, tribal officials were also worried 
about damage to ancestral lands. 
 
“ For Native Americans, Mr. Myers is the 
worst possible choice,” said NCAI 
Executive Director Jacqueline Johnson. “ As 
Solicitor General for the Department of 
Interior he engineered a major rollback of 
protection of Native American sites on 
public lands…when a nominee has acted in 
such blatant disregard for Native people and 
sovereign land we must speak out.” 
 
Myers has his supporters, such as the 
National Cattlemen's Beef Association. 
Former Republican Wyoming Sen. Alan K. 
Simpson said Myers would be an asset to the 
Ninth Circuit, known as one of the most 
liberal in the country. The court caused an 
uproar two years ago when they voted to 
remove the word “God” from the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
"He'd be terrific and lord knows they need 
him," Simpson told the Casper Star Tribune. 
"That is the goofiest court in America." 
 
The Ninth Circuit, based in San Francisco, 
includes Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, 
and Washington. 
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