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Birmingham News 

YOUR VIEW: It is Jeff Sessions who misses point on filibustering nominees (Birmingham 
News [AL], 06/06/11) 
"It is U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions' June 2 letter, "Senate's duty is to block judicial nominees like Liu," that 
"misses an important point," not the News' May 26 editorial he criticizes. Sessions falsely claims 
Goodwin Liu "believes the Constitution can be effectively rewritten by judges" who are 
"empowered to redefine the Constitution to advance the political agendas they favor." That claim is 
belied by Liu's record, his testimony in response to questions from Sessions and others, and the 
broad support for Liu's nomination from leading conservatives. Ironically, Sessions seems to believe 
individual senators are empowered to redefine the Constitution to advance their political agendas. In 
opposing Democratic filibusters, he insisted "there is no doubt the Founders understood that 
confirmation of a judicial nomination requires only a simple majority vote," so filibusters of 
nominees were in "violation of the Constitution." Yet Sessions voted to filibuster Liu, even though 
the Constitution was not amended by the "Gang of 14" senators' agreement he describes." Glenn 
Sugameli, Letter to the Editor 

OUR VIEW: Filibustering judicial nominees was wrong with a Republican in the White 
House, and it's wrong with a Democratic president.  (Birmingham News [AL], 05/26/11) 
Birmingham News editorial board: "His record reveals that he believes the Constitution is a fluid, 
evolving document with no fixed meaning," Sessions said. Somehow, that's different from believing 
it's unconstitutional to block a vote on a nominee when a Republican is in the White House and it's 
actually protecting that Constitution to block a vote on a nominee when the nominator is a 
Democrat. Sessions has plenty of company on the hypocrites' bandwagon. In 2005, after Democrats 
filibustered a number of Bush nominees to the bench, 14 mostly conservative senators -- seven 
Republicans and seven Democrats -- agreed not to filibuster nominees except in "extraordinary 
circumstances." Yet all four of the remaining Republicans of the "Gang of 14" supported the 
filibuster of Liu. 

OUR VIEW: One week delay requested by Sen. Jeff Sessions not likely to keep the Senate 
Judiciary Committee from recommending Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan to the full 
Senate (Birmingham News [AL], 07/20/10) 
"Kagan is the president's nominee and, as we've said on previous nominees, both Republicans and 
Democrats, she deserves an up-or-down vote in the Senate if she is found to be qualified, and she 
clearly is that." 

OUR VIEW: Judge Sonia Sotomayor shows herself qualified and deserving of confirmation 
to the U.S. Supreme Court (Birmingham News [AL], 07/16/09) 

Mobile Press-Register 

GOP should allow votes on Benjamin, judges (Mobile Press-Register [AL], 10/29/09) 
Published Letter to the Editor from Judging the Environment's Glenn Sugameli: "The message of 
the Press-Register's Oct. 25 editorial "Benjamin deserves Senate vote" was bolstered by Health and 
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, who said: "We are facing a major pandemic; we have a 
well-qualified candidate for surgeon general; she's been through the committee process. We just 
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need a vote in the Senate." Ranking U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee member Jeff Sessions and Sen. 
Richard Shelby, both of Alabama, could also tell their Republican colleagues to allow votes on the 
unprecedented number of truly noncontroversial judicial nominations that are stalled. These include 
U.S. District Judge Beverly Martin's nomination to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which 
includes Alabama. Despite support from her Georgia home-state Republican senators and a Sept. 10 
unanimous Judiciary Committee voice vote, Martin remains in limbo. In contrast, the 2007-08 
Democratic Senate confirmed 23 Bush judges within a week of committee approval." 

Montgomery Advertiser 

Senator’s claim about judgeships won’t wash (Montgomery Advertiser [AL], 10/02/15) 
Vanzetta Penn McPherson, retired U.S. magistrate judge for the Middle District of Alabama: "Sen. 
Shelby’s recent statement that he has “negotiated in good faith to find nominees that will serve our 
state well” is an absurdity. And here is why. Two years ago, the state’s lone congressional Democrat, 
Rep. Terri Sewell, established screening committees for federal district judges in Alabama. ... our two 
senators have opposed all of the lawyers considered by the president from the committee’s 
recommendations, and have sought instead to “pick” candidates (as they have in the past) for the 
federal bench, without regard for a transparent process and with due regard for opposing the 
president’s prospective choices. Neither senator can cite a single reason for opposing or rejecting the 
committee’s recommended candidates that is grounded in legitimate questions about an individual’s 
judicial temperament, character and integrity, legal and/or judicial experience, or commitment to 
equal justice.... I served on both of the judicial selection committees" 

EDITORIAL: Fill vacancies in Alabama federal courts (Montgomery Advertiser [AL], 06/02/15) 
"Fuller's departure, as welcome as it is, highlights another worrisome issue for the federal courts in 
Alabama – the now even greater number of vacancies on the bench, a matter of genuine concern. In 
addition to the seat Fuller held in the Middle District now being vacated, three other judges – two in 
the Northern District and one in the Middle District – have taken senior status and thus carry 
reduced caseloads. Beyond that, there is an Alabama vacancy on the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. The courts' ranks are depleted and these vacancies need to be filled.... It's time for some 
serious bipartisan effort among Shelby and Sessions and Democratic Rep. Terri Sewell -- something 
beyond the acknowledged discussions that have gone on for months – to propose nominees to the 
president that they all can support. There's no shortage of Alabamians qualified to serve on the 
district and circuit courts. Those courts are below the number of judges established for them, and 
those seats should be filled." 

Judicial vacancies in Alabama pile up (Montgomery Advertiser [AL], 04/22/15) 
Mary Troyan: "Negotiations on filling three judicial vacancies in Alabama have dragged on more 
than 18 months, even with a fourth vacancy coming in May. Alabama Democrats and Rep. Terri 
Sewell, D-Birmingham, have recommended several names to the White House. But President 
Barack Obama’s staff is still consulting with Alabama’s two Republican senators, Jeff Sessions and 
Richard Shelby, who can block action on judicial nominees from the state. Sessions and Shelby met 
with White House officials last week, but Sessions said Tuesday that no deal was reached.... U.S. 
District Judge Myron Thompson of Montgomery and U.S. District Judge Lynwood Smith Jr. of 
Huntsville took senior status, a form of semi-retirement, in August 2013. In October 2013, U.S. 
Circuit Judge Joel Dubina, who held an Alabama seat on the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Atlanta, also took senior status. U.S. District Judge Sharon Lovelace Blackburn of Birmingham will 
do the same next month. In addition, U.S. District Judge Mark Fuller of Montgomery has been 
suspended and may face impeachment proceedings after his arrest on a domestic violence charge. 
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And if Obama nominates a district court judge from Alabama to take Dubina’s appellate court seat, 
that would create another vacancy. So the four certain openings could expand to six." 

Lack of black Ala. judges indefensible (Montgomery Advertiser [AL], 01/14/14) 
Vanzetta Penn McPherson, retired U.S. magistrate judge: "In October 1980, the second of the first 
two African-American federal judges in Alabama was sworn into office. ... In the ensuing 33 years, 
26 new judges have been appointed in Alabama, including only one African-American who was 
appointed to replace the African-American judge for whom he clerked, resulting in the same number 
of black federal judges in Alabama today as in 1980. Notably, the third black judge, appointed in 
2010 by President Obama, was recommended by a screening panel appointed by Congresswoman 
Terri Sewell. Thus, for more than two decades, the five men who represented Alabama in the U.S. 
Senate did not identify or recommend a single black lawyer for the 24 appointments available to 
them during that period. ... This is the 21st century. We cannot ignore the ignominy of excluding 
African-Americans from 25 judicial appointments over as many years. And one or two new black 
judges — especially if they merely replace other black judges — are not enough."  

Tuscaloosa News 

EDITORIAL: Congress needs to stop judicial partisan games (Tuscaloosa News 
[AL], 03/22/12) 

EDITORIAL: Failure to approve judges causes crisis (Tuscaloosa News [AL], 10/05/11) 
"It is another example of the dysfunctional partisan bickering that threatens the basic functions of 
government. There are currently 95 vacancies in federal courthouses around the country. This delays 
justice in criminal and civil cases broadly but, in 35 of those district seats, the courts are at such a 
breaking point that they have declared a judicial emergency. This isn’t just an inconvenience. It 
affects ordinary Americans whose liberty, safety and job security are at risk. It is a legal maxim: 
“Justice delayed is justice denied.”... clearly the Senate is not doing its constitutional duty to act on 
these nominations. It is hard to escape the conclusion that obstructionist politics are at play, not 
concerns over the quality of the nominees, when even nominees who have won committee 
consensus wait for so long." 

Anniston Star 

Editorial: Going nuclear in the Senate (Anniston Star [AL], 11/21/13) 
"Senate Democrats said they altered the rules to overcome stalling tactics of Republicans, who have 
taken extraordinary steps to block President Barack Obama’s nominees, both in the courts and 
among other appointments made by the chief executive.... Republicans’ use of these objections has 
reached a high-water mark in the Obama era." 

Editorial: Busting the rules: There’s needed reform in Senate (Anniston Star [AL], 01/04/11) 
"In terms of “holds,” a lone senator can deny a presidential nominee an up-or-down vote on his or 
her appointment. It’s an extra-constitutional and undemocratic trump card for senators wishing to 
slow down the opposition’s agenda. It’s also why the nation has a backlog of unfilled federal court 
seats, says Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts, who recently cited “acute difficulties for some 
judicial districts.”" 

H. Brandt Ayers: The glacial Senate (Anniston Star [AL], 08/21/10) 
Anniston Star publisher: "How diminished does the current Senate minority leader, thin-lipped, 
taciturn Mitch McConnell, seem in comparison with the looming ghostly presence of his 
predecessor. And how puny the task he has set for himself and his party, a mission he has the craft 
and iron discipline to enforce in the GOP caucus: it is to stop or at least delay every appointment or 
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bill sent to the chamber by the president. As a list of 56 appointments to judgeships or key executive 
posts was read in the Senate, Minority Whip John Kyl of Arizona objected to each, a single member 
stalling the work of government." 

Editorial: Confirmation games (Anniston Star [AL], 06/30/10) 
"The first day of the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing for Elena Kagan was less about the 
nominee than about Justice Marshall, for whom Kagan clerked as a 28-year-old. Republican senators 
mentioned Marshall nearly three dozen times Monday. In the words of Sen. Jeff Sessions, the 
Alabama senator whose task is to take the lead in roughing up Kagan this week, Marshall was a 
“well-known activist.” The second day wasn’t much better." 

In our opinion: Courting Politics (Anniston Star [AL], 02/18/05) 
Since Bush took office in 2001, Republicans have complained that Democrats are infusing partisan 
politics into the picking of judges. If this were a football game, the referee would have long ago 
flagged the GOP for hypocrisy in the extreme. 

Decatur Daily 

EDITORIAL: Shelby’s loss is public’s gain (Decatur Daily [AL], 07/19/13) 
Sen. "Shelby’s misuse of Senate rules protected his contributors but hurt his constituents. As Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said Republicans filibustered Cordray “because we don’t like the law. 
That’s not a reason to deny someone their appointment. We were wrong.”" 

Filibuster rule testing U.S. Senate's leadership (Decatur Daily [AL], 05/18/05) 
Editorial: For more than 200 years, the U.S. Senate has been a place where the majority and minority 
parties hammered out differences within the framework of the established rules. But the failure of 
Democrats and Republicans to reach an agreement on a handful of President Bush’s proposed 
judicial candidates threatens not only that tradition of successful negotiations, but in a larger context 
the bipartisan cooperation upon which our government has depended since its inception. 

Gadsden Times 

Editorial: OUR VIEW: Invoking 'nuclear option' (Gadsden Times [AL], 11/22/13) 
"Chief Justice John Roberts, no liberal, has urged that the vacancies be filled, and it’s not just the 
D.C. circuit that is hurting. According to Above the Law, a legal website, there are 93 vacancies on 
the federal bench and 51 nominees pending for those slots." 
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