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Indianapolis Star 

Another view: President, senators need to fill judicial vacancies more quickly (Indianapolis Star 
[IN], 07/12/12) By Prof. Carl Tobias 

Fix Senate's broken nomination process (Indianapolis Star [IN], 10/01/10) 
Prof. Gerard N. Magliocca: "There are currently 104 vacancies in the federal courts. Exceptionally 
qualified judicial candidates, such as Goodwin Liu, have languished for months without receiving a 
vote on the Senate floor. ...The main reason is that the Senate rules say that even after 60 votes are 
obtained to end debate, any senator can insist that the matter under consideration be discussed for 
30 hours before a vote must occur. Thirty hours may not sound like much, but if the Senate were to 
spend that much time on each nominee, then all other business would grind to a halt." 

Our own Party of No (Indianapolis Star [IN], 08/16/10) 
Sheila Kennedy: "Republicans have blocked votes on the DISCLOSE Act (increasing disclosure and 
reporting requirements in the wake of the Supreme Court decision allowing corporations to make 
direct campaign contributions), a bill to provide medical aid and compensation for 9/11 first 
responders, and a bill to expand credit to small businesses. Republicans also have blocked votes on 
at least 20 judicial nominees who received bipartisan support in committee. What is appalling about 
this behavior is its transparent motivation to deny the administration credit for getting anything 
done, even when the measures being proposed have previously been supported by Republicans." 

Get busy filling empty positions on the bench (Indianapolis Star [IN], 06/25/10) 

Prof. Carl Tobias: "Because there are now 100 vacancies out of 858 appellate and district judgeships, 

the Senate must swiftly confirm the many present lower court nominees by re-establishing the 

longstanding tradition of confirming well-qualified, non-controversial nominees soon after they 

receive Judiciary Committee approval. Having so many vacancies erodes prompt, inexpensive and 

fair case resolution....Republicans should quit slowing floor votes by placing anonymous holds on 

nominees and McConnell should agree to prompt floor votes." 

Double standard (Indianapolis Star [IN], 04/23/09) 

Michael Wallack: quotes Sen. Inhofe, R-Okla. "just to be sure that I understand correctly, it was an 

unconstitutional "outrageous power grab" by Democrats to filibuster a judicial nominee but it is 

perfectly acceptable for a Republican senator to filibuster a Democratic judicial nominee." 

Senate dodges bullet for the time being (Indianapolis Star [IN], 05/25/05) 

Editorial: Political compromise is by its nature unsatisfying. Witness the squeals of outrage 

emanating from both conservative and liberal camps after U.S. senators forged an agreement to 

avoid an anticipated showdown over 10 of President Bush's judicial nominees. 

Reach for a truce, not a lethal weapon (Indianapolis Star [IN], 05/12/05) 

Editorial: Bill Frist is right when he says nominees to the federal bench deserve an up-or-down vote 

on the floor of the U.S. Senate. But the Senate majority leader should avoid deploying the so-called 

nuclear option, a dramatic rewrite of the filibuster rule that now requires nominees to secure 60 
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votes to end debate. Judicial nominees need only a simple majority to win confirmation once a final 

vote takes place. 

Fort Wayne Journal Gazette 

Attempt to appease GOP earns slap in face (Fort Wayne Journal Gazette [IN], 11/22/09) 
Sylvia A. Smith column: "David Hamilton certainly had other qualities that made him worthy of 
Obama’s consideration, but the outreach to Republicans was a dominant leitmotif. It was a gesture 
that the White House was serious about calming the partisan hostilities over judicial nominees of the 
past several presidencies....the important vote in the Hamilton confirmation process was the 
filibuster vote. Ten Republicans did the right thing. " 

Editorial: Hamilton qualified to judge (Fort Wayne Journal Gazette [IN], 11/20/09) 
"The effort to block the nomination of Hamilton to the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in 
Chicago had little to do with qualifications and ability. Instead, the filibuster was because of the 
opponents’ partisanship, conservative ideology and hopes of slowing President Obama’s efforts to 
fill desperately needed federal judgeships. It is no coincidence that Hamilton was Obama’s first 
nominee to the court of appeals." 

PANEL SHOULDN’T DISMISS JUDICIAL NOMINEE (Fort Wayne Journal Gazette 
[IN], 04/05/09) 
Sylvia A. Smith editorial column: "Republicans said two weeks isn’t enough to probe the worthiness 
of President Obama’s first appellate court nominee. So they boycotted his confirmation hearing ... 
But it’s a shame the committee Republicans didn’t hang around to hear another Republican’s 
thoughts. “Today’s federal judiciary is seen by many as another ‘political branch,’ with the 
confirmation process often accompanied by the same oversimplifications and distortions that are 
disturbing even in campaigns for offices that are, in fact, political,” Sen. Richard Lugar said as he 
introduced Hamilton to the committee. Lugar said his approach to evaluating judicial candidates is 
“whether they have the requisite intellect, experience, character and temperament that Americans 
deserve from their judges, and also on whether they indeed appreciate the vital, and yet vitally 
limited, role of the federal judiciary faithfully to interpret and apply our laws, rather than seeking to 
impose their own policy views.” Lugar has known Hamilton since he was a boy because Hamilton is 
the son of Lugar’s longtime pastor. Lugar said he enthusiastically supports the nomination because 
Hamilton is “superbly qualified under both sets of criteria.” 

Evansville Courier Press 

Editorial: Congress now free from the threat of too much work (Evansville Courier Press 

[IN], 12/03/13) 

"Thanks to Senate Republicans needlessly blocking President Barack Obama's judicial nominees, 

Senate Democrats changed the rules to allow the nominees' approval by 51 votes instead of 60. 

Thus, the major legislative trophy the Senate will have for the year end is filling three seats on the 

D.C. Court of Appeals." 

Star Press 

EDITORIAL: Our View: Senate leaders had little choice but to start over (Star Press [Muncie, 

IN], 11/21/13) 

"On Tuesday, the Senate voted to go “nuclear,” to eliminate the use of the filibuster against most 

presidential nominees. That means Muncie Northside High School graduate Robert Wilkins and two 

other nominees can win a Senate vote to take a seat as a U.S. circuit judge on the 11-seat U.S. 
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District Court of Appeals for the District of Colombia.... It’s a change that, reluctantly, was 

necessary because the nation’s business has been deadlocked for far too long. ... Sen. Dan Coats 

issued a statement likening the vote to a decoy over the botched ObamaCare rollout.... He’s got that 

wrong. The change was necessary because judicial and other appointments were not receiving an up 

or down vote. Case in point: There was no hint that Wilkins and the other two nominees to the DC 

court, Patricia Millett and Cornelia “Nina” Pillard were unsuitable to sit on the court. There was no 

controversy. There was no scandal. Some in the GOP camp claimed the caseload of the court did 

not warrant adding three judges to make a full roster. That’s an argument that bears no weight. 

Wilkins and the others were opposed simply because President Obama had appointed them." 

Indiana Law Journal 

Judicial Selection in Congress’ Lame Duck Session (Indiana Law Journal, 02/20/15) 

Carl Tobias: This Article first scrutinizes the Obama Administration confirmation and nomination 

processes. It then critically explores selection and concludes that Republican obstruction instigated 

the most open positions the longest time. Because this deficiency undermines swift, economical, and 

fair case resolution, the Article suggests ideas to promptly decrease the remaining unoccupied 

judgeships after the session commences. 

 Indiana Lawyer 

Indiana federal court vacancies could remain for years (Indiana Lawyer, 05/07/14) 

"During his tenure in the Senate, Lugar did not oppose any judicial candidate. He said he gave 

deference to the nominating senators, believing they had done their due diligence and selected a 

qualified individual.... Lugar, as well, noted the number of empty seats in the federal judiciary and 

described the current situation as “severe.” While the cases continue to pile up, the shortage on the 

bench means fewer cases will be adjudicated and justice will be denied, he said." 

Chief justice encourages end to judicial vacancies (Indiana Lawyer, 01/03/11) 

Jennifer Nelson, Web editor for Indiana Lawyer: "This type of delay is happening in Circuit and 

District courts across the country. It’s nothing new. But when these political battles or standoffs 

happen, they affect a lot of people. Not only do they impact the judges and court staff in these 

courts with the vacancies, who are forced to keep up with caseloads, but it affects those who will 

appear in those courts." 

Palladium-Item 

GOP simply seeks to obstruct Obama [Letter to the Editor] (Palladium-Item [IN] , 12/04/13) 

William Roha: "I wasn’t particularly surprised your editorial “Gridlock part of design” (Nov. 25) 

opposed the recent reform of filibuster rules. I was surprised that you would call those who don’t 

see this design “truly clueless.” ... Half of all filibusters of presidential appointments have occurred 

during Obama’s terms. ... Many of the nominees who are filibustered, frequently for longer than a 

year, end up being confirmed with no significant Republican opposition. The fact is that there is 

nothing controversial about most nominees. The Republicans just want to prevent Obama from 

acting as president." 

Editorial: Discourse about judge shows return to civility; Non-partisan high-mindedness 

necessary to preserve our republic (Palladium-Item [IN] , 07/23/09) 

We were pleased but not entirely surprised when our own Indiana Sen. Richard Lugar announced he 
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would vote to confirm U.S. Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor, calling her "clearly qualified" 

and praising her "distinguished career" on the bench. 

### 


