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WISCONSIN JUDICIAL NOMINATION EDITORIALS & COMMENTARY 

Compiled By Glenn Sugameli, Defenders of Wildlife Tel: 202-772-0204 gsugameli@defenders.org 
from Judging the Environment website 

[By Circulation] 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

[WI Sens. Ron] Johnson, Baldwin should work to fill court vacancies (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
[WI], 12/13/12) 
Peg Lautenschlager, former attorney general of Wisconsin: This effort must begin this week, and it 
must begin with Senator Johnson. Before any future Wisconsin nominees could be confirmed, they 
would have to get in line behind those already waiting for a Senate vote. Unfortunately, that line is 
long, thanks to the dedicated obstruction of Senate Republicans. This "lame duck" session of 
Congress is the last chance for the Senate to confirm the 19 judicial nominees currently awaiting 
Senate votes. ... Currently, there are no nominees for Wisconsin's three vacancies. The blame lies 
squarely with Senator Johnson and his Republican colleagues....I hope that Senator Johnson will 
stand with Wisconsinites instead of the obstructionist leaders of his party and demand confirmation 
votes during the lame duck session of Congress, and then work together next year with Senator 
Baldwin to make sure the vacancies in Wisconsin are filled with qualified nominees. 

State overdue in filling judgeships: A new senator objects - and his opponents cry 
foul (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 07/30/11) 
Sen. Herb Kohl: The Wisconsin Federal Nominating Commission has been used to fill every judicial 
and U.S. attorney vacancy in Wisconsin for the past three decades."  

Too much power in one hand  (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 07/24/11) 
"Sen. Ron Johnson's blockage of a judicial confirmation is not quite as bad as the liberum veto, just 
almost. I thought Johnson went to Washington to change the way things were done, not to 
perpetuate it." F.W. Nagle, Letter to the Editor 

Editorial: Step aside, senator; Freshman Sen. Ron Johnson is blocking a well-qualified 
candidate from appointment to the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Give her a 
hearing. (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 07/19/11) 
"Johnson's single-minded opposition to Victoria Nourse seems more of a political game than 
anything else and one that he should put a quick end to. Johnson's actions have aroused strong 
opposition. A group of 53 legal academics, some of whom served former Republican President 
George W. Bush, were sharply critical of Johnson.... Johnson has been vague in explaining his 
concerns about Nourse, saying in a recent interview: "Victoria Nourse really has very little 
connection to the state of Wisconsin, and nobody in the legal community in Wisconsin knows 
anything about her." That's a little rich, given that Nourse has been with the University of Wisconsin 
Law School since 1993.... The same arguments hold true for former state Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Butler, whose nomination to fill a district court seat in Madison also has been held up. 
Presidents have a right to their appointments unless there is a good reason otherwise. 
Johnson has not articulated one. He should get out of the way, and Leahy should schedule a 
hearing." 

NOMINEES: Editorial was right (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 12/31/10) 
Carl Tobias Letter to the Editor: "When the 112th Senate convenes, President Barack Obama 
should promptly renominate the nominees whom the last Senate did not consider and the upper 
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chamber should grant thorough debate and yes-or-no votes for all the nominees, especially the four 
nominees, including Louis Butler, whom the GOP finds controversial." 

Editorial: The litmus test: Louis Butler deserves at least a floor vote on his nomination. 
Politics as usual ensures that he won't get it. Both parties apply ideological litmus tests to 
judicial nominees. (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 12/22/10) 
"It still stinks. And it's still very much illustrative of the sad state to which the entire process of 
judicial nominations has sunk in the Senate, the alleged deliberative body....Butler is a quality judicial 
nomination. His record is replete with conscientious service to the Wisconsin public, as a public 
defender, a municipal court judge and as a state Supreme Court justice. He was ousted from the 
state's high court in 2008 in a nasty campaign that saw Michael Gableman win the seat after a TV ad 
in which he - no other word for it - lied to voters about Butler allowing a sex offender to go free to 
molest again." 

JUDICIAL VACANCIES: Senate should act on pending nominees (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
[WI], 11/29/10) 
Glenn Sugameli Letter to the Editor: "as judicial vacancies soared to over 100, current and retired 
Republican-appointed federal judges have urged the Senate to stop delaying and act now on all the 
pending nominees. Floor votes on some of the 50 judicial emergencies, including the Western 
District of Wisconsin (Louis Butler Jr.) and 9th Circuit Court of Appeals (Goodwin Liu and Mary 
Murguia), could also add African-American, Asian-American and Latina judges, respectively. Among 
23 nominees awaiting floor votes are 10 women and 13 people of color (some are both)." 

Editorial: The former state justice is eminently qualified. The U.S. Senate should have no 
reservations about confirming him. (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel [WI], 01/27/10) 
Louis Butler "is a superb jurist who deserves speedy confirmation. ... We simply note Butler's 
qualifications: Four years as a Supreme Court justice, 10 years as a municipal court judge and two 
years as a trial court judge. But we'd also note that his Supreme Court race had to take the cake for 
disingenuousness - his opponent's. Gableman's colleagues are now mulling whether to impose any 
sanction for his actions." 

Capital Times/ Cap Times 

Columnist blames Ron Johnson for 2,000-day federal judicial vacancy (Capital Times 
(WI), 06/10/15) 
Steven Elbow: "In January of 2010, federal appellate Judge Terence Evans retired from his Seventh 
Circuit seat. That was 2,000 days ago — nearly five years — and the vacancy has yet to be filled, 
making it the oldest federal court vacancy in the nation. In the Huffington Post on Tuesday, Nan 
Aron, the president of the progressive Alliance for Justice, lays the blame squarely on one person: 
U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson." 

Glenn Sugameli: Ron Johnson still blocking OK for judges (Capital Times (WI), 12/30/11) 
Letter: "everyone should agree that lack of federal judges means that justice delayed continues to be 
justice denied. First, as described in my Aug. 10 letter, it is still true that Wisconsin’s Ron Johnson is 
the “only freshman GOP senator blocking own state’s judicial nominees.” Indeed, with the support 
of other freshmen Republican senators from five states, the Senate has confirmed all 10 of the other 
nominees for judgeships that President Obama re-submitted after the senators were elected. In 
contrast, despite nonpartisan and bipartisan criticism, Johnson blocked Senate hearings for Victoria 
Nourse (7th Circuit Court of Appeals) and Louis Butler (Western District of Wisconsin), and forced 
the nominations to be returned to the president. Second, unnamed Republican senators’ unexplained 
and unjustifiable objections repeatedly have prevented floor votes on consensus judicial nominees, 
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including many who were approved unanimously by the Judiciary Committee. As a result, the federal 
judgeship vacancy rate unacceptably remains stuck at about 10 percent, despite calls to fill empty 
seats from Supreme Court justices, the American Bar Association and others." 

Glenn Sugameli: Johnson is only freshman GOP senator blocking own state’s judicial 
nominees (Cap Times , 08/10/11) 
Your recent editorial, “Ron Johnson represents Alabama better than Wisconsin,” aptly compares 
obstruction of President Obama’s judicial nominees by Republican U.S. Sens. Johnson of Wisconsin 
and Jeff Sessions of Alabama. Johnson’s extremism, however, is worse than implied by the 
editorial’s comparison to “Sessions and his allies from the states of the old Confederacy.” In general, 
GOP senators from those states have strongly supported Obama’s Circuit Court of Appeals and 
district court nominees from their home states. For example, Mississippi’s GOP senators repeatedly 
pressured Senate leaders and publicly denounced lengthy delays to confirm James E. Graves Jr. (5th 
Circuit) and Carlton Reeves (district court). North Carolina senators’ bipartisan pressure secured 
delayed approvals of their state’s district court and two 4th Circuit nominees, James Wynn and 
Albert Diaz. Tennessee Sen. Lamar Alexander’s speech urging a floor vote led to Jane Stranch’s 6th 
Circuit confirmation. In January, President Obama resubmitted 12 nominees for judgeships from six 
states with freshmen Republican senators. Not only is Johnson the only one who has not supported 
his state’s nominees, he is preventing the Senate from even considering both Victoria Nourse (7th 
Circuit) and Louis Butler (Western District of Wisconsin)." 

Crime and Courts: Ron Johnson puts the kibosh on Louis Butler and another judicial 
nominee (Capital Times (WI), 08/07/11) 
STEVEN ELBOW: "While President Obama has been successful in getting women and minorities 
confirmed to federal judicial posts, as this NPR story shows, two nominees in Wisconsin, a woman 
and an African-American, are going nowhere. That's because of a Senate procedure that allows a 
single senator to thwart judicial nominees that would serve in the senator's home state. In this case 
that senator is Ron Johnson, a Republican ... Johnson has proven to be a hard-liner, joining forces 
with the radical wing of the GOP. With the blue slip process in place, vacancies in both courts in 
Wisconsin may remain open for a very long time." 

Editorial: Ron Johnson represents Alabama better than Wisconsin (Cap Times , 08/06/11) 
" Johnson is blocking the nomination of University of Wisconsin law professor Victoria Nourse to 
serve on the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. Nourse was selected before Johnson became a 
senator. So the Wisconsinite has placed a retroactive hold on her nomination. Legal scholars, who 
have written to Judiciary Committee chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., and the ranking Republican on 
the committee, Charles Grassley of Iowa, note: “Typically, new senators have no power to 
countermand completed presidential nominations.” But Johnson is proud of the fact that he does 
not follow the rules, be they dictated by the Senate or the Constitution. He actually claims that the 
nomination of another Wisconsinite, former state Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler, to serve on 
the federal bench has “expired.” The nomination of Butler, the first African-American to serve on 
the state’s high court, has been repeatedly blocked by Southern senators such as Sessions." 

Al Jacobs: GOP hypocrites on filibusters, state Senate Dems’ walkout (Capital Times 
(WI), 02/28/11) 
"I heard a Republican state senator excoriating his Democratic colleagues for their walkout, stating 
that there is no higher duty to the people than to cast votes on legislation. In general, I agree, but I 
wonder if he voiced the same concern about U.S. Senate Republicans who used the filibuster rules 
to keep hundreds of Democratic bills from coming to a vote and used various Senate rules to stall 
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the confirmation of hundreds of President Obama’s appointments, including Wisconsin Judge, 
Louis Butler. What hypocrisy!" 

Editorial: Don’t let politics block highly qualified Butler (Capital Times (WI), 01/19/11) 
"President Obama should get high marks from Wisconsinites for his decision to renominate former 
Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler to serve as chief federal judge for the Western 
District of Wisconsin. This is the third time that Obama has sent Butler’s name to the Senate, where 
Southern Republicans have used parliamentary maneuvers to block approval of a highly qualified 
African-American who would bring a wide range of legal and judicial experience, a demeanor that 
has been hailed by conservative and liberal jurists, and needed diversity to the bench. No serious 
observer doubts that, were Obama to nominate a white male who was less qualified and less 
committed to a constitutionally based application of the rule of law, the Senate would move quickly 
to confirm the president’s pick....Republican senators who have casually supported moves to block 
Butler -- including Wisconsin’s Ron Johnson -- need to recognize what is at stake and reject the 
pressure from Southern senators who seek to play politics. They can and should fill this vacancy 
with an able and honorable jurist: Louis Butler." 

Joel McNally: GOP opposition to Butler an embarrassment (Capital Times (WI), 01/01/11) 
"Republicans opposing Butler want only judges predisposed to rule in favor of corporations and 
against citizens, the law and evidence be damned." 

Glenn Sugameli: Obama nominees would diversify federal bench (Capital Times 
(WI), 11/19/10) 
"President Obama’s 43 confirmed judicial nominees include 22 women and 17 people of color 
(some, of course, are both). The 23 nominees awaiting floor votes include 10 women, nine of whom 
the Judiciary Committee approved without dissent. Prominent pending nominees, including Butler 
and Goodwin Liu (9th Circuit Court of Appeals), are among the 13 people of color awaiting floor 
votes." 

Plain Talk: Playing games with our judges (Capital Times (WI), 05/26/10) 
Dave Zweifel | Cap Times editor emeritus: "another Obama appointment, that of former state 
Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler to take the place of retiring Judge John Shabaz, continues to be 
held hostage in Congress....some senators have apparently placed their infamous “holds” on Butler, 
thwarting a vote by the entire Senate. The blackballing of Butler has undoubtedly been engineered 
by U.S. Rep. James Sensenbrenner, the troglodyte Republican from Menomonee Falls, who 
immediately pounced on the nomination because Butler had been defeated in his bid to be retained 
on the state Supreme Court. ... Butler was defeated for the state’s high court, it should be noted, 
after a carefully engineered campaign by Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce and the right-wing 
Club for Growth on behalf of Michael Gableman, who is now on the court, but who is being 
investigated for ethics violations for a series of misleading ads he ran against Butler in the spring 
2008 election.... Sensenbrenner and his Republican buddies in the Senate think Butler is too 
“liberal,” and that he might side with working people over corporations. And you can bet that 
whatever the real reason for Butler’s confirmation woes, many members of the African-American 
community are coming up with their own: White guys are quickly confirmed, black guys aren’t." 

Editorial: Confirm Butler to serve as federal judge (Capital Times (WI), 02/10/10) 
"Butler’s nomination merits broad and bipartisan support. Unfortunately, a Senate that has been far 
too slow to approve sound judicial appointments failed to confirm Butler last fall....Even justices 
who disagreed with Butler on particular issues backed him for a full term on the [State] court. 
Unfortunately, Butler was defeated after special-interest groups and their wealthy allies poured 
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millions of dollars into a sleazy and dishonest attack campaign that played on racial stereotypes and 
was condemned by honest players on the right and the left — as well as most of the state’s 
newspapers." 

Plain Talk: Butler deserves better than he’s getting in confirmation process (Capital Times 
(WI), 01/18/10) 
The Capital Times editor emeritus Dave Zweifel: "Gableman has been sued for falsely accusing 
Butler of letting a felon loose. Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce spent $2 million on attack ads 
branding Butler as “Loophole Louie,” while several shadowy out-of-state interest groups sponsored 
more attack ads to muddy Butler’s reputation. Incredibly, the questionable attacks on Butler that 
helped end his Supreme Court tenure have followed him to the Republican caucus in the U.S. 
Senate.... The soft-spoken Louis Butler is a fair and competent man who doesn’t deserve the 
savagery that has been directed at him by small-minded politicians with nothing better to do than try 
to embarrass President Obama. It’s time the Senate Democrats call these people out." 

Editorial: Sensenbrenner owes Butler, state an apology (Capital Times (WI), 10/10/09) 
"The congressman's hurt feelings have caused him to lash out at Butler, a former Milwaukee 
municipal judge, Milwaukee County circuit judge and state Supreme Court justice whose broad 
experience has been hailed by Democrats and Republicans, liberals and conservatives across 
Wisconsin....the congressman failed to respect Butler's remarkable experience and record as a skilled, 
diligent and collegial jurist." 

Editorial: Butler is the right choice (Capital Times (WI), 10/05/09) 
"It came as no great surprise that President Obama turned to former Wisconsin Supreme Court 
Justice Louis B. Butler as his choice to serve as chief judge of the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Wisconsin. Butler is uniquely qualified to replace Judge John Shabaz....Butler's 
narrow defeat in his run for a full term on the court came after special interest groups poured 
millions of dollars into a sleazy and dishonest attack campaign that played on racial stereotypes and 
was condemned by Democrats and Republicans, liberals and conservatives." 

Butler deserving of federal judgeship (Capital Times (WI), 08/24/09) 
John Nichols editorial column: Butler has the judicial experience. In addition to having taught at the 
state's two law schools (Marquette and UW) and working for more than a decade as one of the 
state's top public defenders, he has served as a municipal judge in the state's largest city, a Circuit 
Court judge and a state Supreme Court justice. 

Wisconsin State Journal 

EDITORIAL: Judicial vacancy highlights Washington dysfunction (Wisconsin State 
Journal, 05/22/15) 
"The 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in Chicago has been waiting for more than five years for 
Washington to fill a vacant judicial seat. The empty post increases the workload for other 
judges and could delay court decisions affecting Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana.... The vacancy 
predates Johnson. But when he took office in 2011, he blocked a nominee who President Obama 
had picked for the job. ... Johnson owns this embarrassing episode more than anyone because it has 
dovetailed with his nearly five-year tenure. ... Wisconsin’s U.S. senators should be able to get this 
important job filled without adding any more time to a five-year standoff that has weakened 
Wisconsin courts." 

Glenn Sugameli: Ron Johnson still blocking OK for judges (Wisconsin State Journal, 12/30/11) 
Letter to the Editor 
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Daniel L. Rosenow: Senate prolongs judicial vacancies (Wisconsin State Journal, 01/26/11) 
Letter to the Editor: "Wisconsin's Western District has been vacant for more than two years and has 
been declared a judicial emergency. President Barack Obama has nominated former Wisconsin 
Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler four times, but Republicans such as Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., 
and Wisconsin's Sen. Ron Johnson have blocked his confirmation even though the Senate Judiciary 
Committee voted to recommend his confirmation. Butler is qualified. He has proven himself as a 
public defender, law professor and high court justice. How curious, then, that out-of-state 
Republicans and our senator would deny Wisconsinites access to justice." 

Shepherd Express Milwaukee 

Judicial Disqualifications (Express Milwaukee [WI], 12/29/10) 
Joel McNally: "The very first thing that must be said about President Barack Obama’s nomination of 
former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler to a federal judgeship is that Butler is highly 
qualified. The second is how embarrassing it should be for Republicans to selectively choose to 
block the confirmations of three nominees of color, including Butler, along with one white nominee. 
... To the Republican leadership today, qualifications have nothing to do with filling federal 
judgeships. In fact, being well-qualified can be a disadvantage." 

Green Bay Press Gazette 

Editorial: Democrats right to change filibuster rule (Green Bay Press Gazette [WI], 12/05/13) 
"Republicans, who hold 45 seats, were able to use the filibuster to block many of President Barack 
Obama’s federal agency and judicial nominees....In this Senate, in many cases, there seemed to be 
little reason to block a nominee other than that Obama made the nomination." 

Politics Aside, Choose the Best Nominees (Green Bay Press Gazette [WI], 01/09/05) 
Editorial: Forgive us, but we’re a bit irritated with some conservative Christians, especially James 
Dobson, and their tactics when it comes to politics. He is the conservative leader who used his radio 
program to call on millions of Christians to vote in the November election. Now, in a letter that 
went out this month to supporters of Focus on the Family, the Colorado Springs-based group he 
founded, Dobson warned that some senators “will be in the bull’s-eye’ if they block President 
Bush’s judicial nominees.”  

Post-Crescent 

Editorial: Democrats right to change filibuster rule (Post-Crescent [WI], 12/04/13) 
"In this Senate, in many cases, there seemed to be little reason to block a nominee other than that 
Obama made the nomination. Senate Republicans’ use of the filibuster rule was extraordinary. So 
Senate Democrats have solid ground in their extraordinary move to change the rule to a simple 
majority vote.... Unfortunately, there’s another trick the minority party can use. A senator can refuse 
to issue a “blue slip” — an approval — of a judicial nominee from his or her state. According to the 
Boston Globe, of the 31 federal court vacancies of at least six months, 28 are in states with at least 
one Republican senator. It may become another rule that, through extraordinary use, will need 
extraordinary means to correct." 

Editorial: Thumbs Up and Down  (Post-Crescent [WI], 07/22/11) 
"Thumbs down: To Sen. Ron Johnson, for providing an example of why individual senators 
shouldn't have the power to stop Senate actions. Johnson, the freshman Republican senator, is 
blocking the appointment of University of Wisconsin law professor Victoria Nourse to the 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Nourse has been recommended by more than 50 legal scholars, including 
some that have served under Republican presidents. She also has been rated as "unanimously well-
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qualified" by the American Bar Association. Johnson's objection? He said Nourse "really has very 
little connection to the state of Wisconsin, and nobody in the legal community in Wisconsin knows 
anything about her," .... Odd, considering Nourse has been at the UW since 1993." 

Journal Times (Racine, WI) 

Journal Times editorial: End the cycle of filibusters on presidential nominees (Journal Times 
[Racine, WI], 07/21/13) 
"[S]omeone being appointed to the federal bench.... is essentially a lifetime appointment, and such 
nominees should receive a thorough vetting and careful scrutiny in a public hearing before the 
Senate votes up or down. But the nominee should get the hearing, not sit in indefinite limbo waiting 
for Senator X to get his pet project approved, or whatever reason Senator X gives or does not give 
for filibustering a nominee, judicial or otherwise." 

La Crosse Tribune 

Other view: Johnson part of problem senator bemoans (La Crosse Tribune [WI], 07/25/11) 
Reproduces Tomah Journal editorial 

Janesville Gazette 

Your Views: Filibuster change brings democracy to the Senate (Janesville Gazette 
[WI], 12/01/13) 
Robert Oblak: "What were the GOP senators thinking to force this change to the filibuster rule? 
Currently the federal judiciary is evenly balanced with 390 GOP-appointed judges and 391 
Democratic-appointed judges. However, 93 vacancies will soon be filled by Obama, and he still has 
three years and whatever vacancies that will arise to fill. This is not a “packing of the court”; it is 
simply an exercise of the president’s responsibility to fill judicial vacancies." 

Star Journal 

Viewpoint: End the gridlock in government (Star Journal [WI], 08/16/13) 
Dick and Gail Gumness: "Twice in two years they filibustered President Obama’s judicial nominee 
for the DC Circuit Court and then attempted to eliminate the circuit-court judgeships entirely." 

Wausau Daily Herald 

Sen. Johnson, enough obstruction on judges: The GOP senator's obstruction has left a 
crucial federal judgeship open for some 2,000 days and counting. (Wausau Daily Herald 
[WI], 06/13/15) 
Opinion Column by Nan Aron: "Central to the latest wrangling over a federal appeals court vacancy 
is one crucial fact: Wisconsin's vacancy on the Seventh Circuit is the oldest circuit court vacancy in 
the entire country. It's been empty since Judge Terence Evans stepped down in January 2010. That 
was 2,000 days ago. In that time, the president has successfully filled about 300 other judicial 
vacancies around the country" 

Editorial: Our view (Wausau Daily Herald [WI], 10/03/09) 
President Obama this week nominated former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler to a 
federal judgeship for Wisconsin's Western District, and we look forward to seeing him confirmed. 
When we endorsed Butler for re-election, we wrote that he has an "acute and fair mind" and was 
"dedicated to putting personal beliefs aside and following precedent." That's still true today, and 
those qualities will serve him well on the federal bench. 

Sheboygan Press 
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Letters: Judicial nominees had widespread support (Sheboygan Press [WI], 09/14/11) 
Glenn Sugameli: "First, freshmen Republican senators from five states support all 10 of the other 
judicial re-nominees whom President Obama first submitted before they were elected. Johnson is 
alone both in opposing his state's re-nominees, and in preventing the Senate from even considering 
them. Second, those urging Johnson to drop his hold include a bipartisan group of 53 prominent 
law professors and Kevin Binversie, who was a Ron Johnson for Senate research director. Third, 
Johnson is also blocking Louis Butler, who was originally nominated to the district (trial) court in 
September 2009. The Senate would have confirmed Butler long before Johnson was elected, save 
for unprecedented threats to filibuster district court nominees that were repudiated and abandoned 
months ago. 

Editorial: Judicial nominee deserves a vote (Sheboygan Press [WI], 08/05/11) 
"Wisconsin Sen. Rob Johnson is wrong to hold up the nomination of Victoria Nourse to the federal 
appeals court that serves Wisconsin.... Either Johnson hasn't been paying attention or he is simply 
playing politics with Nourse's nomination... this one-man filibuster has resulted in a number of 
vacancies on the federal bench creating a tremendous backlog in cases and delaying justice for far 
too many people.... each nominee deserves to have a hearing. All nominees should go through a 
vetting process and be scrutinized by the appropriate Senate committee. And, each nominee 
deserves to have an up or down vote from the full Senate." 

Editorial: Despite the right's smear campaign, Sotomayor is a worthy nominee (Sheboygan 
Press [WI], 06/03/09) 
"We think Sotomayor is a worthy nominee, ... what is becoming difficult to swallow are the 
predictable, partisan potshots from the extreme right, such as the likes of Newt Gingrich, which 
serve no useful purpose other than to agitate the far right and give insipid radio talk show hosts 
talking points. ... We have not heard anything yet about Sotomayor that would disqualify her in our 
opinion, and the mindless chatter about her being a 'reverse racist' is nothing but garbage." 

Beloit Daily News 

EDITORIAL: Modern filibuster deserved this fate; Rules change prompted by years of 
obstructionism by both parties. (Beloit Daily News [WI],11/25/13) 

Oshkosh Northwestern 

Letters: Senate should confirm Louis Butler to court (Oshkosh Northwestern [WI], 01/29/11) 
Daniel L. Rosenow: "President Obama has nominated former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Butler four times, but Republicans like Sen. Jeff Sessions and Wisconsin's own Sen. Ron 
Johnson have blocked his confirmation ... Louis Butler is indisputably qualified to serve on the 
Federal Bench for the Western District of Wisconsin. He has proven himself as a public defender, a 
law professor, and an exemplary Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice, and has been warmly received by 
Liberals and Conservatives in the legal community alike. How curious, then, that out-of-state 
Republicans and our own Sen. Ron Johnson would deny Wisconsinites access to justice." 

Wisconsin Gazette 

Editorial: GOP Senate obstructionists are strangling the justice system (Wisconsin 
Gazette, 10/18/15) 
"Due to partisan gridlock, millions of Americans are not getting their day in court. Political 
gamesmanship has stalled the nation’s judicial system to such an extent that American citizens can 
no longer count on their constitutional right to a fair and speedy trial. That’s tragic. The 
United States currently has the largest backlog of federal criminal and civil cases in American history 

http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20110914/SHE0601/109140371/Letters-Judicial-nominees-had-widespread-support?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|FRONTPAGE|s
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20110805/SHE06/108050326/Editorial-Judicial-nominee-deserves-vote?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|FRONTPAGE|p
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20090603/SHE06/906030466/1109
http://www.beloitdailynews.com/opinion/editorial-modern-filibuster-deserved-this-fate/article_4a275a44-55ec-11e3-8fc8-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.beloitdailynews.com/opinion/editorial-modern-filibuster-deserved-this-fate/article_4a275a44-55ec-11e3-8fc8-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.thenorthwestern.com/article/20110130/OSH0603/101300336/Letters-Senate-should-confirm-Louis-Butler-court
http://www.wisconsingazette.com/editorial/gop-senate-obstructionist-are-strangling-the-justice-system.html
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.... The blame, of course, lies at the doorstep of Republican Senate obstructionists. Senators who 
belong to the GOP’s extremist tea party faction have predicated their agendas on thwarting 
President Barack Obama at every turn. Their favored method is refusing to approve his nominees, 
especially his judicial and ambassadorial nominees. They don’t seem to care that such blatant 
childishness does serious damage to the nation." 

Wisconsin Reporter 

COMMENTARY: Holding up judicial appointment an injudicious decision (Wisconsin 
Reporter, 07/21/11) 
Kevin Binversie ["served in the George W. Bush administration from 2007-2009, worked at the 
Heritage Foundation and has worked on numerous Wisconsin Republican campaigns in various 
capacities, most recently as research director for Ron Johnson for Senate."] "one-year after her initial 
nomination, a group of 53 well-respected law professors from across the country wrote a letter to 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., and Ranking member Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, urging action on the appointment of University of Wisconsin Law School professor 
Victoria Nourse to the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago. Kindly add me, the former 
campaign research director for the man holding up her appointment, to the list of people urging 
action. Don’t get me wrong, I still like and respect U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., and gladly would 
repeat all the tireless hours put in to help him win a U.S. Senate seat. He’s just unfairly blocking a 
nominee with no real judicial red flags for little other reason than procedural grounds.... As for 
Johnson’s remarks about Nourse having “little connection to Wisconsin,” that’s hard to merit given 
she’s been with the law school at the state’s leading public university since 1994, even with her 
visiting stints at other schools.... the senator should back down on his hold. If he’s still opposed to 
her becoming a federal judge, he can do so when she has an up or down vote in the Senate." 

Marquette Tribune 

DOYLE: Judicial vacancies reflect badly on American leadership (Marquette Tribune 
[WI], 04/10/14) 
SEAMUS DOYLE Viewpoint: "there are 34 judicial emergencies – long-term judicial vacancies – in 
federal courts. This means throughout the United States, there is a chronic shortage of federal 
judges.... The Western District Court of Wisconsin has been vacant since Judge John C. Shabaz left 
his seat in January 2009, 1,906 days ago. James D. Peterson was nominated to fill the vacancy Jan. 6, 
but with the current impasse in Congress, he is yet to be confirmed.... the Eastern District of 
Wisconsin has been vacant since October 2012 and no one is nominated to fill it.... to dismantle 
the judiciary is irresponsible." 

Door County Daily News 

Editorial Comment - Louis Butler Should Run For Supreme Court  (Door County Daily News 
[WI], 12/27/10) 
By Roger Utnehmer, DoorCountyDailyNews.com President and CEO: "If anyone ever elected by 
Wisconsin voters to public office deserves another chance it is former State Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Butler. Butler was appointed to the Wisconsin Supreme Court by Governor Jim Doyle in 
2004. He was smeared in the most expensive Supreme Court race in state history....President Barack 
Obama nominated Louis Butler for a federal judgeship in 2009. He has been confirmed three times 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee yet a few Republicans have hijacked his nomination and will not 
bring it to a vote. President Obama deserves to have his judicial nominees voted up or down and 
former Justice Butler deserves a seat on the federal bench." 

http://www.wisconsinreporter.com/commentary-holding-up-judicial-appointment-an-injudicious-decision
http://marquettewire.org/2014/04/10/tribune/viewpoints/doyle-judicial-vacancies-reflect-badly-on-american-leadership/
http://www.ask4direct.com/InfoRead.asp?id=DCDN&InfoID=671002
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Dunn County News 

Other view: Johnson part of problem senator bemoans (Dunn County News [WI] , 07/30/11) 
Tomah Journal editorial: "Washington is broken alright, and it’s people like Johnson who are 
swinging the wrecking ball. Case in point: confirmation of Victoria Nourse for the 7th Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals, which reviews federal cases from Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana."  

Sauk Prairie Eagle 

Johnson column (Sauk Prairie Eagle [WI], 03/13/13) 
R.J. Johnson: "When George W. Bush was president, Republicans insisted that every one of his 
judicial appointments deserved an up or down vote. Currently, there are 84 judicial vacancies in 
federal courts. President Barack Obama has brought forth appointments but Republicans have 
blocked voting on them at every opportunity. There are four vacancies on the United States Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit and last week Republicans again filibustered one of 
the president’s choices. If Republicans can’t win the war of ideas, then they try to stop people from 
voting on it." 

Fightingbob.com Wisconsin’s Progressive Voice 

Nobody knows her? (FightingBob.com Wisconsin's progressive voice, 07/19/11) 
Garvey Blog by Ed Garvey: "Well, some people know Victoria Nourse, but, Ron Johnson doesn't 
know anything about her. So Johnson is holding up confirmation of Nourse to the 7th circuit court 
of appeals. Nominated by Obama, she is well known in the UW law school and the bar association 
but now she is left out to dry." 

Question: When do Democrats fight? (FightingBob.com Wisconsin's progressive voice, 05/17/11) 
Garvey Blog by Ed Garvey: "Pat Leahy, chair of judiciary, won't approve Butler or Nourse. Why? 
Because Ron Johnson opposes the two (Butler is African-American) and Leahy won't move any 
nominee forward unless both senators in the state agree! For god's sake! With almost 90 vacancies in 
federal courts, will Obama hurry up and fill the vacancies? Or will Democrats abandon ship when it 
counts? Who wants a nomination if the party in power won't fight to confirm?" 

Sun Prairie Star 

Holding up judicial appointment an injudicious decision (Sun Prairie Star [WI], 07/23/11) 
Publishes Kevin Binversie Wisconsin Reporter.com Commentary 

XbeyondX 

[Sen.] Ron Johnson's Delusions of Grandeur: The Senate and the Judicial Nomination 
Process (XbeyondX [Milwaukee, WI], 08/01/11) 
"Both Nourse and Butler are well-qualified for their nominated positions and neither deserves to be 
held hostage by an extreme Senator whose ego drives him to overestimate his significance." 

WisOpinion 

Obstruction or hope (WisOpinion, 04/16/13) 
Bill Kaplan: "Wisconsin GOP Senator Ron Johnson is one of the leading obstructionists.... And, he 
was successful. Case in point, law professor Victoria Nourse. Nourse had taught at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Law School since 1994, when she was nominated to the 7th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals by President Obama in 2010. She had served in the federal executive and legislative 
branches under Republicans and Democrats. And, Nourse had received the highest grade for a 
judicial nominee from the American Bar Association. Moreover, she had strong support from the 

http://chippewa.com/dunnconnect/news/opinion/editorial/article_b5612454-bad8-11e0-b5ab-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.wiscnews.com/saukprairieeagle/news/opinion/columnists/article_9d362a1e-8b5b-11e2-90d3-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.fightingbob.com/weblog.cfm?postID=3971
http://www.fightingbob.com/weblog.cfm?postID=3895
http://www.sunprairiestar.com/main.asp?SectionID=5&SubSectionID=5&ArticleID=7979
http://xbeyondx.blogspot.com/2011/08/ron-johnsons-delusions-of-grandeur.html
http://xbeyondx.blogspot.com/2011/08/ron-johnsons-delusions-of-grandeur.html
http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=article.mdl&article=48806
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Wisconsin Federal Nominating Commission (a merit-based selection system). But Nourse never got 
a Senate hearing. Senator Johnson later put a "hold" on Nourse, a one-man-filibuster. Johnson never 
bothered to meet with Nourse. If he had bestirred himself he would have learned that Nourse was 
respected by other Senate Republicans. And, Johnson would have been surprised that Nourse is 
related to the late GOP Representative Edith Nourse Rogers (MA), an early supporter of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Instead he killed her nomination." 

Wisconsin Law Journal 

THE DARK SIDE: It is time to confirm Nourse to the 7th Circuit (Wisconsin Law 
Journal, 05/17/11) 
David Ziemer: "I voted for [Sen. Ron] Johnson, of course, but this is very disappointing. Nourse is 
certainly not someone that I would nominate to be a federal judge — she believes that Lochner v. 
New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), was incorrectly decided, while the restoration of liberty of contract 
guaranteed in Lochner is my life’s work.... I am confident that Nourse would be an open-minded 
judge, and a well-qualified addition to the court. Obama’s history in judicial appointments to the 7th 
Circuit also provides reason to give deference to the appointment. His first appointment to the 
court, Judge David Hamilton from Indiana, has proven to be a most impressive judge.... Nourse is 
well-qualified for the court. There are no red flags to suggest she would not make a fine judge. It is 
long past time that her nomination proceeds to the Judiciary Committee."  

Wisconsin Lawyer 

Remove Politics from Judicial Confirmation: Congress should put the integrity and 
independence of the federal judiciary before partisan politics and work cooperatively and 
cordially to fill all federal judicial vacancies (Wisconsin Lawyer, 03/01/12) 
James M. Brennan: "the Federal Nominating Commission has done its work, but nominations have 
stalled, vacancies persist, cases languish longer, and justice is delayed. ... Heated political battles over 
nominations, such as the nomination of Justice Louis Butler in the Western District, demonstrate a 
disregard for the vitality of a co-equal branch of government that should be held above the fray. The 
failure to even convene a nomination commission prevents the President and senators from 
fulfilling their constitutional responsibilities ... Extensive vacancies or protracted delays in the 
judicial nomination and confirmation process have weakened the federal judiciary by depriving it of 
the judges needed to resolve disputes expeditiously." 

Marquette University Law School Faculty Blog 

An Update on Federal Judicial Vacancies (Marquette University Law School Faculty Blog, 09/24/11) 
Ryan Scoville: "an effective appointment process for federal judges is important because adequate 
staffing is critical to the function of the judiciary. Appointment delays and prolonged vacancies 
create a shortage of judges. A shortage of judges in turn contributes to case backlogs that make it 
extremely difficult for courts to administer justice in a timely manner. ... President Obama has not 
fared as well as either of his predecessors. To date, he has filled 94 vacancies. In contrast, by the 
same points in their presidencies, President Bush had filled 145 vacancies and President Clinton 
161." 

Dom's Domain 

THE VINDICATION OF LOUIS BUTLER -- and How It Shames Wisconsin 
Voters (Dom's Domain [WI], 09/14/15) 
Dominique Paul Noth: "It took nine years after he wrote Thomas Vs. Mallet to see its full force 
conclusively confirmed in 2014 by the US 7th [Circuit] Court of Appeals.... That 2005 Wisconsin 

http://wislawjournal.com/2011/05/17/the-dark-side-it-is-time-to-confirm-nourse-to-the-7th-circuit/
http://www.judgingtheenvironment.org/press/op_eds/Remove%20Politics%20from%20Judicial%20Confirmation
http://www.judgingtheenvironment.org/press/op_eds/Remove%20Politics%20from%20Judicial%20Confirmation
http://www.judgingtheenvironment.org/press/op_eds/Remove%20Politics%20from%20Judicial%20Confirmation
http://law.marquette.edu/facultyblog/2011/09/24/an-update-on-federal-judicial-vacancies/
http://domsdomainpolitics.blogspot.com/2015/09/the-vindication-of-louis-butler-and-how.html
http://domsdomainpolitics.blogspot.com/2015/09/the-vindication-of-louis-butler-and-how.html


12 

 

Supreme Court decision sent Wisconsin Manufactures & Commerce (WMC) into full-throated $2.25 
million ad rage in 2008 to defeat the author, Justice Louis Butler Jr. ... Butler was clearly an 
ascending jurist – a state public defender, then a teacher of judges, a law professor, a municipal judge 
and elected Milwaukee circuit judge. It was actually his reputation for scholarly congeniality even 
more than progressive leanings and political ability that won appointment in 2004 by Gov. Doyle to 
the state supreme court.... The attack on Butler didn’t end with Gableman’s close victory. It 
destroyed his earned path to high office. Continuing right-wing enmity in the US Senate blocked 
three attempts by President Obama to name him a federal judge." 

### 


