
Editorial Boards Stress Urgent Need to Fill Federal Judicial Vacancies in 2016 

The following editorials highlight the real-world impacts of the current federal 
judicial vacancy surge and the pressing need to fill those vacancies. 

Compiled by Glenn Sugameli, Senior Attorney, Defenders of Wildlife gsugameli@defenders.org and 
Robert Meltz, Special Counsel, Defenders of Wildlife from Judging the Environment website (July 
20, 2016) 

 

US Courts data: 106 total vacancies: 100 Article III (lifetime) Current & Future Judicial 
Vacancies and 6 Court of Federal Claims current vacancies 

29 Judicial Emergency Vacancies [up from 12 total in Jan. 2015] 

90 Current Vacancies [84 Article III (lifetime) & 6 Court of Federal Claims] up from 43 in 
Jan. 2015 

16 Future Vacancies 

Confirmations: 20 District and Circuit judges this Congress (plus 2 International Trade in 
2016) [9 District & Circuit in 2016 and 11 in 2015 [1 Circuit each year, rest district court] 

68 GW Bush judges [All Circuit and District court] confirmed in his last 2 years (2007-8) by 

Democratic Senate 

57 Pending nominees 

Nominees on Senate Floor: 2 Circuit, 18 District, 2 International Trade, & 5 Federal Claims 

All but Donald Schott Circuit nomination (13-7) were approved by Senate Judiciary 
Committee voice votes and most (11 of 18) district nominees were recommended by 
home-state Republican senators who are pushing for Floor votes. 

See Republican Senators from 15 States Urge Immediate Action to Fill Their Judicial 
Vacancies (CO, FL, ID, IN, KS, LA, ND, OH, OK, PA, SC, TN, TX, UT, WI) (July 19, 2016) 

 

Editorial: Congress skips out on vital business (Spokesman-Review [Spokane, WA], 07/20/16) 
"The fact remains they left important business hanging as they headed for the airport. For instance, 
Idaho is awaiting confirmation of David Nye as federal judge. He was nominated to be the state’s 
second federal district judge, replacing Judge Edward Lodge who took senior status last July. The 
state has been getting by with just one federal district judge for a year. Now it will wait 
another seven weeks, at best. The Senate Judiciary Committee finally voted to confirm Nye on 
Thursday, but he can’t begin work until the full Senate takes a vote. Seventeen other judges 
have been waiting even longer to be confirmed. Judge Merrick Garland, who was nominated to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, can’t even get a hearing. Spokesman-Review reporter Betsy Z. Russell, who 
covers Idaho politics, conducted research on “August” recesses and found this to be the longest one 
since they began, in 1971." 

EDITORIAL: The Report Card for July 21 (Asheville Citizen-Times [NC] , 07/20/16) 
"Staff grades: F to the continued logjam on judicial appoints in the U.S. Senate, which of 
course includes a Supreme Court nominee who’s been languishing without a hearing for more than 
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four months. Last week a batch of other nominees were presented for votes, only to be shot down 
by N.C.’s junior Senator, Thom Tillis, saying that “What we get are things that have nothing to do 
with doing our jobs.’’ ... considering the stonewalling on judges, it is in fact easy to say the Senate 
isn’t doing its job. One of the vacant seats, for the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of North Carolina, has been empty for 10 and a half years." 

Editorial: Congress on vacation: When Congress begins a seven-week recess this afternoon, 
it will be finishing its shortest cycle of deliberations in 60 years. (El Diario, 07/14/16) 
"Hundreds of judicial candidates waited for the Senate to bother considering them. Senators haven’t 
approved any candidates for ... appeals courts since January 2016. Court cases are piling up 
because there are no judges available to hear them. Senators refused to debate the appointment 
of Merrick Garland to the U.S. Supreme Court. As a result, the court only has eight justices and 
rulings are often tied, forcing the judicial branch to become as paralyzed as the legislature. And now, 
they’re going on vacation." 

Editorial: Confirm Judge Koh to the 9th Circuit (San Francisco Chronicle [CA], 07/11/16) 
"Nearly five months after President Obama nominated her to fill an emergency vacancy on the 
Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Judge Lucy Haeran Koh is scheduled for her Senate hearing 
Wednesday. This is welcome news after months of partisan division over judicial appointments.... 
Koh was the first Asian American federal judge in the Bay Area. Koh has proved herself an 
accomplished, moderate, evenhanded judge who would bring necessary diversity to the Ninth 
Circuit. Justice is best delivered by maintaining a full court. Koh deserves Senate confirmation, 
and quickly." 

EDITORIAL: U.S. Senate, do your job — confirm judges (Independent [Grand Island, 
NE], 07/05/16) 
"Nebraska got some good news from the U.S. Senate on June 27 when it voted 90-0 to confirm 
Robert F. Rossiter Jr. to the ... District of Nebraska to fill an emergency vacancy. … [T]he filling of 
this one judicial vacancy just raises the question of why the Senate has been unable to fill dozens of 
other vacancies throughout the country. It has allowed just 21 judicial nominees to be confirmed 
since the start of this Congress, even though judicial vacancies have nearly doubled in the past 18 
months and the number of judicial emergencies has increased from 12 to 29.... Vacancies are 
continuing to prevent our country’s justice system from operating smoothly throughout the 
country. There are now more than 80 judicial vacancies in all, ... and 20 federal judicial vacancies 
that have nominees .... When judicial vacancies go unfilled, Americans suffer through costly 
delays in trials. We have seen ... how critical the shortage caused by Antonin Scalia’s death 
is in the court’s efforts to make decisions. With the Senate set to go on a seven-week break on 
July 15, it is time for our country’s senators to do one of the crucial tasks they were elected to do, 
vote on more of these judicial nominee[s]." 

EDITORIAL: End the Senate’s useless judicial obstructionism (Butler Eagle [PA], 06/30/16) 
“President Barack Obama nominated Judge Horan for a seat on the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania nearly a year ago. She would fill one of three seats on the court 
which have been vacant since 2013.  ….  It took the U.S. Senate nearly five months to hold Horan’s 
confirmation hearing, which was completed on Dec. 9, 2015, Since then, there’s been no timetable 
put forward for a full vote by the Senate to send her or any of the dozens of other judicial nominees 
awaiting confirmation to the federal bench.  ….  District courts across the country hear 
hundreds of thousands of cases annually, and need a full complement of judges to function 
properly. In 2015 there were 427,512 pending cases before the courts, according to an annual 
report from the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts. That’s 549 cases per judge, with the vast 
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majority of filings being civil in nature.  [Also critically needed on the district court for the western 
district of Pennsylvania is] Judge Susan Paradise Baxter, who would fill a seat in Erie and become 
the only federal judge serving northwestern Pennsylvania. That bears repeating: this U.S. Senate is 
allowing an entire corner of Pennsylvania to go without a sitting federal judge.” 

Editorial: Marco Rubio playing partisan game on judicial appointment (Tampa Bay 
Times [FL], 06/09/16) 
"The seat for which Barzee Flores is nominated has been vacant since May 2014 and is 
considered a judicial emergency, meaning cases are backlogged. The Washington Post 
reported that of 673 U.S. district court judgeships, 67 are vacant under Obama. That 10 
percent vacancy rate is higher than George W. Bush, Bill Clinton and George H.W. 
Bush saw at this point in their presidencies — and each of them also faced a Senate 
controlled by the other party. ... The Senate's role is to offer "advice and consent" on the 
president's judicial nominations. Today's Senate Republicans are openly flouting that 
constitutional duty, and it is leaving the federal courts crippled." 

EDITORIAL: The Senate’s Confirmation Shutdown (New York Times, 06/09/16) 
"The Republicans’ blockade of Judge Garland is shameful, but it is only the most glaring example of 
what has been a historic slowdown in filling federal court vacancies across the country. This 
has been enormously damaging to the district courts, which deal with hundreds of 
thousands of cases annually, and where backlogs drag out lawsuits and delay justice. It also 
harms the appeals courts, ... By June 2008, the Senate had approved 46 of Mr. Bush’s judicial 
nominees; they confirmed a total of 68 by September. In contrast, Mr. McConnell’s Senate has 
confirmed only 20 of Mr. Obama’s judges since Republicans took control in January 2015, the 
slowest pace since the early 1950s. Appellate judges accounted for just two of those confirmations, 
fewer than at any time since the 19th century. As a result of the impasse, there are now 83 vacant 
federal judgeships nationwide — 30 of which have such overwhelming case backlogs that the court 
system has classified them as judicial emergencies. By comparison, there were only about half as 
many when the Democrats controlled the Senate in 2008. It would be easy to fill most of these 
vacancies if the Senate did its job. Currently, 37 of Mr. Obama’s nominees remain bottled up in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, 30 of whom are still waiting for their hearing; 17 more have been 
approved by the committee but have not been scheduled for a full Senate vote." 

Editorial: Grassley ignores judicial crisis (Des Moines Register [IA], 06/08/16) 
"Democrats and Republicans are never going to agree on where the blame lies for the alarming 
number of judicial vacancies in the federal court system. ... But it is surprising to see the office of 
Sen. Charles Grassley, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, dismiss these vacancies as a 
“manufactured crisis” undeserving of public attention. Regardless of who is to blame for the 
vacancies, the senator should at least recognize the value in having those critical positions filled. ... 
Since the Republicans took control of the Senate in 2015, confirmations have slowed to a crawl, 
with only 18 judges confirmed. At the same time, the president’s ability to fill vacancies on the 
federal courts of appeal have hit a brick wall .... What the senator neglects to say, however, is that 
Obama has also had four or five dozen more vacancies to fill, and he still has eight months to 
serve.... there are currently 67 judicial vacancies in the U.S. district courts, which translates to a 
vacancy rate of 10 percent. That’s a significantly higher vacancy rate than Obama’s three most recent 
predecessors faced at similar points in their presidency, according to the Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts. To make matters worse, the number of judicial emergencies is roughly double what 
it was in May 2008 and May 2000 .... Regardless of who created this problem, Grassley is in a 
position to fix it and ensure that criminal and civil cases are being heard on a timely basis. 
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Unfortunately, he appears to have no interest in doing so ... it’s the public, who suffer long 
delays in having their cases heard, who pay the price." 

Editorial: Toomey and the politics of obstruction (Pocono Record [PA], 05/17/16) 

Clearly, Pat Toomey is no student of logic.  Otherwise, the Republican U.S. senator from 
Pennsylvania would not plead for approval of his nominees for federal court in Pennsylvania so 
soon after joining other GOP obstructionists in refusing so much as a hearing for President Barack 
Obama's Supreme Court nominee, Merrick Garland.  …. Courts need a compliment of judges to 
function properly. So Toomey is asking Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell for Senate action 
to confirm judicial nominees Marilyn J. Horan in Pittsburgh and Susan Paradise Baxter in Erie. 

Toomey two-faced on federal judge vacancies | Editorial (Express-Times [PA], 05/15/16) 
This week Pennsylvania's junior senator made a request of Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell: Call a vote to allow the Senate to act on the appointments of two federal judge 
nominees in western Pennsylvania, for seats that been unfilled for years. ….  [T]here is no 
federal judge in the entire northwest corner of the state. Attorneys and litigants in our area 
can commiserate, having experienced periodic vacancies in federal judgeships in Easton and 
Allentown that added to backlogs and forced people to go to Philadelphia for federal 
court proceedings. This a problem for the entire country, not just Pennsylvania.  And it's 
beyond hypocritical of Toomey to expect that any judge deserves special treatment when he and 
most other GOP senators are blocking hearings — on President Obama's choice of Judge Merrick 
Garland to replace the late Antonin Scalia on the U.S. Supreme Court. 

EDITORIAL: Our View: Eastern N.C. deserves a federal judge (Rocky Mount Telegram [NC], 
05/05/16) 
"For more than a decade, the U.S. District Court in Eastern North Carolina has faced a conspicuous 
absence – and not for a lack of nominees. The nation’s longest-running federal court vacancy 
has sat unfilled since Jan. 1, 2006 ... Now, because U.S. Sen. Richard Burr, North Carolina’s 
senior Republican senator, is opposed to President Barack Obama’s nomination for the bench – 
Patricia Timmons-Goodson. Burr argues the nomination of Timmons-Goodson is a political choice, 
and he is right. That is the nature of the selection process. But the only alternative Burr seems to 
favor is an empty seat. If every Republican senator in Washington followed Burr’s lead, the 
country would have plenty more vacancies. Maybe that means something on the scoreboard 
of partisan gamesmanship, but it does not serve justice to the people of Eastern North 
Carolina.  

EDITORIAL: The Report Card for May 3 (Asheville Citizen-Times [NC], 05/03/16) 
"F to Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., for immediately shooting down the nomination of Patricia 
Timmons-Goodson to fill a federal court vacancy for the U.S. Eastern District of North Carolina. 
Timmons-Goodson has served on the N.C. Court of Appeals, was the first black woman on the 
state Supreme Court and most recently served as vice chairwoman of the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights. There’s little debate regarding her qualifications. Still, Sen. Burr said he won’t submit the 
nomination to the Senate Judiciary Committee. And so the politics of gridlock will ensure that 
the Eastern District vacancy, a post that has gone unfilled since the first day of 2006, will 
continue. 

EDITORIAL: Sen. Burr blocks federal judge nominee and slows justice in eastern NC (News 
& Observer [NC], 05/02/16) 
"Patricia Timmons-Goodson has served with distinction as a judge at all levels of North Carolina’s 
judicial system. ... By any measure, Timmons-Goodson’s career has been distinguished, and her 
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rulings and writings are available for all to see and judge. She is well-qualified to be a federal judge. 
But Timmons-Goodson’s nomination to fill a vacancy in the U.S. Eastern District of North Carolina 
is being stalled by the simple stubbornness of Republican U.S. Sen. Richard Burr. The judicial 
post, which has gone unfilled since Jan. 1, 2006, is the nation’s longest-running federal court 
vacancy….. Burr’s opposition is unfair to Timmons-Goodson personally and unfair to the system 
running short of federal judges.... This obstruction is hardly a first ... he has joined in the GOP 
charade of denying a hearing for the president’s nominee to the U.S. Supreme Court, Judge Merrick 
Garland. The Senate’s job in reviewing the president’s nominees is to advise and consent, 
not to pout and obstruct.... Burr fails to recognize that right and in so doing is impeding the 
administration of justice for the people of Eastern North Carolina." 

EDITORIAL: Our view: Senate blows chance to bolster Erie court (Erie Times-News [PA], 
04/28/16) 
"U.S. District Magistrate Judge Susan Paradise Baxter is not an ideological abstraction. Neither is the 
criminal and civil caseload in Erie's U.S. District Court. ... None of that apparently matters in 
the U.S. Senate, where those elected to do the job have delayed a critical constitutional task, seating a 
candidate to fill the vacancy created nearly three years ago .... On Tuesday, ... Senate Democrats in 
Washington sought to gain confirmation on 11 noncontroversial judicial nominations, including 
Baxter's. Senate Republicans blocked the move. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky., invoked math: Obama already had more judicial confirmations than President George 
W. Bush did at this stage in his presidency.  … {T]hat still seems to us a meaningless 
number, because the vacancies confronting Obama, including Erie's, have been more 
numerous." 

Editorial: Hatch should reciprocate and consider Garland nomination for Supreme 
Court (Salt Lake Tribune [UT], 04/25/16) 
"Last week, Utah's senators made the case for the confirmation of Ronald G. Russell to the U.S. 
District Court for Utah. President Barack Obama, after consulting with Hatch and Lee, nominated 
the former Centerville mayor in December. Now, Russell is stuck in a queue behind 20 other judicial 
nominees, not to mention Obama's choice to the U.S. Supreme Court, Chief Judge Merrick Garland. 
It could be called hypocritical arrogance ... for Hatch and Lee to refuse to consider the president's 
Supreme Court choice while pressing their own nominee to a federal judgeship. The double standard 
is particularly troubling in Hatch's case, as he has been an enthusiastic advocate for Garland .... 
Utah's elder statesman has two good reasons to break from the pack, stop the partisan melodrama 
and show leadership, to spend some of the political capital that he has accumulated over four 
decades. Merrick Garland and Ronald G. Russell are nominees he admires. Instead of contributing 
to poisonous politics, he could actually do something to fix it, something to loosen the appointment 
logjam and help courts function the way they are intended. After all, Sen. Hatch, you have a pair 
of dogs in this fight. Obama acted on your choice to fill a federal judgeship in Utah. You should 
reciprocate. It is what Utahns elected you to do." 

Editorial, 4/23: Rust in the system (Lincoln Journal Star [NE], 04/22/16) 
"In ways both big and small, the machinery of the federal government is slowly rusting shut. Take, 
for starters, the judicial system. The most glaring example is the refusal of the Republican majority in 
the Senate, including Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse, to have a hearing or vote on President 
Barrack Obama’s appointment of federal Judge Merrick Garland to the U.S. Supreme Court. But the 
rust goes a lot deeper into the system. Obama’s appointment of Omaha attorney Robert Rossiter to 
Nebraska’s federal District Court has been pending since June.... The Nebraska vacancy, created 
when U.S. District Judge Joseph Bataillon of Omaha announced his retirement, qualifies as a 
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“judicial emergency.” ... There are almost a hundred judicial vacancies on lower federal 
courts. The Senate has confirmed only six federal judges this year. There’s nothing controversial 
about Rossiter’s appointment. It’s just that Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, chair of the Senate’s 
Judiciary Committee and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell will not allow the Senate to act.” 

EDITORIAL: Grassley keeping Senate from doing its duty  (Independent [Grand Island, NE], 
04/21/16) 
"A federal judgeship in Nebraska has been vacant since October 2014. In fact, there are 84 
judgeships nationwide that are vacant, with 49 nominated judges awaiting the Senate’s consent 
function. In Nebraska’s case, with the support of former Sen. Mike Johanns, Sen. Deb Fischer and 
now Sen. Ben Sasse, President Obama nominated Robert [R]ossiter Jr. to fill the vacancy. A hearing 
was held in October 2015 by the Senate committee, with both senators from Nebraska giving their 
unqualified support and nobody on the committee making any objection to approval and consent. 
Six months have passed since then. The federal court’s Nebraska caseload backlog grows. ... 
When recently asked about it, [Sen. Grassley] stated that President George W. Bush 
appointed 326 judges and President Obama has already appointed 324 judges. That is not 
justification for inaction." 

EDITORIAL: Judicial tussles can’t find audience (Spokesman-Review [Spokane, WA], 04/16/16) 
"Idaho’s two Republican senators, Mike Crapo and Jim Risch, worked with the White House to find 
Lodge’s replacement. Crapo tried to quell concerns that the Garland stalemate would hurt Nye’s 
chances for a speedy confirmation. Speaking of Nye, he said: “The White House is strongly in 
support of their nomination, and Sen. Risch and I are strongly in support on the president’s 
nomination. There hasn’t been that consensus developed yet on the Supreme Court” nomination. 
Well, consensus is impossible to achieve when the Senate majority leader declares the Supreme 
Court process to be shut down before anyone is nominated.... filling that position is far more 
important than tit-for-tat. Last July, the feds declared a “judicial emergency” in Idaho ... 
Forty-nine of Obama’s nominees for federal judgeships were awaiting votes .... vacancies 
affect individuals and businesses with genuine concerns that need legal resolutions." 

Free Pa's federal judicial nominees from Senate limbo: Editorial (PennLive [PA], 04/15/16) 
"The Senate's Republican majority has made an absolute fetish of blocking President 
Barack Obama's judicial appointments – an obstructionist posture that has burdened 
benches across the nation, particularly in Pennsylvania.... Even before they held the majority, 
Senate Republicans routinely blocked movement on the president's nominees, filibustering 
mercilessly and delaying, sometimes for more than a year, even those judges who were eventually 
approved all but unanimously. Laughably, when the president offered nominations to fill three 
vacancies on the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals in June 2013, GOP leaders accused him of trying to 
"pack the court." ... some 50 judicial nominees are currently hanging fire .... the Senate has 
approved just 17 judicial nominations since Republicans took control in 2015. That's fewer 
than half the 40-plus circuit and district court nominees approved by the Democratic-
controlled Senate during a similar period during George W. Bush's presidency.... 34 judicial 
districts face emergency shortages.” 

World-Herald editorial: Senate ignores an emergency (Omaha World-Herald [NE], 04/14/16) 
"Nebraska’s judicial vacancy has gone unfilled for more than 18 months in a district with 
high caseloads. That situation is officially an emergency as defined by the federal court 
system. Nebraska is one of 34 jurisdictions facing a “judicial emergency.” Judicial vacancies 
currently total 84, with 49 nominees pending. The Nebraska judgeship has been vacant since 
October 2014 .... Omaha attorney Robert Rossiter Jr. has been nominated to fill the post — and no 
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lawmaker has expressed any qualms about his qualifications.... But Rossiter’s nomination remains 
frozen, despite continued prodding by Fischer and Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb. It reflected poorly on 
Grassley that he opportunistically pushed the two Iowa judicial nominees to the front of the line 
while qualified nominees like Rossiter remain in limbo. Nor did Grassley help his case when he 
stated this week that the Tennessee judge was the 324th Obama judicial nominee to be 
confirmed, compared with 326 for President George W. Bush. In reality, there’s no pattern 
for predicting how frequently voluntary retirements and other events will create vacancies. 
In any case, the Senate’s chief concern should be filling vacancies once nominees are properly 
vetted. The Senate’s obligation to decide on judicial nominees, yea or nay, is particularly great when 
a vacancy such as Nebraska’s reaches emergency status. Yet Rossiter remains in limbo. By its 
continued neglect of this important duty, the Senate is announcing its irresponsibility and 
unfairly burdening Nebraska’s courts." 

EDITORIAL: Senate right to confirm Crenshaw; move on to Garland (Tennessean, 04/13/16) 
"Republicans have given President Barack Obama a hard time, too, delaying judicial confirmations 
for political points. A silver lining came on Monday when the Senate unanimously confirmed 
Nashville attorney Waverly Crenshaw to the federal bench in Middle Tennessee after 14 months. 
Tennessee Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, both Republicans, and Rep. Jim Cooper, D-
Nashville, applauded the move .... Most important, fairness will return for people who deserve 
their day in court." 

EDITORIAL: Serious backlog of cases should prompt quick Senate action on judicial 
nominee  (Buffalo News [NY], 04/06/16) 
"The Senate should act swiftly to confirm Kathleen M. Sweet as U.S. District Court judge, following 
the president’s recent nomination. Besides making her the first female federal judge based in 
Buffalo, Sweet’s confirmation would put an end to the long and arduous task of filling this key 
judicial vacancy.... U.S. District Court vacancies have been a major issue for the past few years. All 
three of Buffalo’s district judges, William M. Skretny, Richard J. Arcara and John T. Curtin, are 
senior judges who could have retired. ... It seems likely that election-year politics will delay 
consideration of Sweet’s nomination, but such delay will have serious consequences for the delivery 
of justice. The federal caseload here is enormous, with a backlog of civil and criminal cases 
that makes this area among the worst in the nation. It takes, on average, more than five 
years for civil cases to come to trial in Buffalo.... The federal bench in Buffalo is in dire need of 
help. The Senate needs to move diligently on this nomination." 

EDITORIAL: More women, smarter organizations (Lexington Herald-Leader [KY], 03/28/16) 
"This matters for a lot of reasons but one of the most compelling is the abundant evidence 
that things run better when more women are involved.... Sen. Mitch McConnell pledged to 
block the recent nomination of Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Lisabeth Tabor Hughes — twice 
appointed by Republican Gov. Ernie Fletcher to judgeships — to the Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Why? Because President Barack Obama didn’t talk to McConnell first about the 
nomination.... public leaders should also resolve to raise government’s collective intelligence by 
recruiting more women." 

EDITORIAL: U.S. Senate's judicial stalling harms federal courts; Eighth Circuit nominee is 
among those in a troubling holding pattern. (Minneapolis Star Tribune [MN], 03/28/16) 
"…  Judge Merrick Garland isn’t the only Obama nominee to the courts who’s getting a cold 
shoulder. A near-complete shutdown of judicial confirmations seems to be in effect .... In addition 
to Garland, 41 nominations sent to the Republican-controlled Senate by the Democratic 
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president are in a holding pattern. As of March 25, the judgeships they were nominated to 
fill had been vacant for an average of 564 days.” 

EDITORIAL: All at fault (Brownsville Herald [TX], 03/20/16) 
"Another seat in the U.S. Southern District, in Corpus Christi, has been vacant since 2011. Clearly, 
both parties are to blame for this gamesmanship in court appointments. And the losers are the 
American people, especially those for whom justice is delayed because there aren’t enough 
judges to hear their cases sooner. President Obama still has his job, and with regard to addressing 
the glaring vacancy on our nation’s highest court, he has done his job. Senators now need to do their 
job, and give the nomination the attention it deserves — and desperately needs. And both parties 
need to show more respect for the public’s need for an efficient system of justice, and stop 
playing games with judicial appointments." 

Editorial: Rubio’s own (in)actions hurt him in Florida primary defeat (Palm Beach Post [FL], 
03/16/16) 
"[Senator Rubio] has blocked the nomination of Obama’s nominee, Mary Barzee Flores, for the 
federal bench in South Florida – even though he, Rubio, had recommended her for the post. This 
partisan gamesmanship may have scored points with the GOP nationally, but it is making it 
harder for Floridians to get their day in court...." 

EDITORIAL: Gazette opinion: Daines' politicking epitomizes what's wrong with 
Congress (Billings Gazette [MT,WY], 02/22/16) 
"Montana Sen. Steve Daines is so worried about the federal court system's backlog and Americans' 
access to justice that he really must insist that no new Supreme Court justice be confirmed until after 
the election of the next president. Sometime next year. Confused? So are we.... Days earlier, Daines 
fretted on the floor of the U.S. Senate about the terrible backlog in the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the federal circuit of appeals which includes the Montana District. In fact, he's so 
concerned that's he's supporting a bill to make a brand new federal circuit court of appeals. ... His 
obligation — his oath — to uphold the Constitution says that he will advise and consent on judicial 
nominations. Nowhere does it say delay and deny.... It seems almost unbelievable to us that Daines 
could sponsor legislation to speed up the courts while simultaneously wanting to stall and delay. It's 
typical, though. The Republican-led Senate has more than 140 confirmation hearings to 
conduct, many of them for openings on the federal bench.” 

PD Editorial: Blocking the path to the courthouse (Press Democrat [CA], 02/18/16) 
"Since the Republicans assumed control last year, the Senate has confirmed just two Obama 
nominees to any U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.... four of President George W. Bush’s circuit 
court nominees were confirmed during his final year in office, as were eight of President Bill 
Clinton’s nominees, 10 of President George H.W. Bush’s nominees and seven of President Ronald 
Reagan’s nominees. A Democratic-controlled Senate confirmed Reagan’s final appeals court 
appointees barely three weeks before the 1988 election.... Republican senators haven’t signed off on 
anyone Obama suggested for a circuit court judgeship since the 2014 election." 

EDITORIAL IN OUR VIEW / PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS: Senate's confirmation 
phobia (Herald [WA], 02/18/16) 
"… the current Senate's confirmation phobia goes beyond the Supreme Court and extends to other 
federal court appointments and even other administration appointments. Washington Post 
columnist Catherine Rampell, in her most recent column, points out that last year the Senate, in 
Republican hands, confirmed only 11 federal judges, the fewest number for any year since 1960. 
And only one appellate court judge was confirmed, the first time that has happened since 1953. 

http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/opinion/editorials/article_c0560802-ed7d-11e5-baad-633f3326d59f.html
http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/opinion/editorial-rubios-own-inactions-hurt-him-in-florida/nqmpq/
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-daines-politicking-epitomizes-what-s-wrong-with-congress/article_83f2ff52-c55d-5a96-9943-60611cec8432.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-opinion-daines-politicking-epitomizes-what-s-wrong-with-congress/article_83f2ff52-c55d-5a96-9943-60611cec8432.html
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/opinion/5246641-181/pd-editorial-blocking-the-path
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20160218/OPINION01/160219232
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20160218/OPINION01/160219232


Currently, Rampell found, there are 76 vacancies on the federal courts, nearly twice as many 
when Republicans took control of the Senate after the 2014 elections.” 

Republicans shouldn't play chicken with SCOTUS seat | Editorial (Star-Ledger Newark [NJ], 
02/16/16) 
"The Senate confirmed only 11 federal judges in 2015, the fewest since 1960. Scalia's death leaves 
76 vacancies, twice as many as there were before the McConnell took control of the Senate 
13 months ago." 

EDITORIAL: Welcome changes in federal court cases (Daily Sentinel [CO], 01/31/16) 
"If the state keeps adding 100,000 new residents every year, Colorado’s U.S. District Court may very 
well need to add two Article III judges. Colorado’s congressional delegation supports more federal 
judgeships in the state .... There hasn’t been an Article III judge in Grand Junction since 1984." 

EDITORIAL: The Record: Judicial politics (Record [NJ], 01/29/16) 
"[O]ngoing political posturing by Republicans in the Senate will likely keep our federal 
court system operating in a precarious condition because of remaining long-term vacancies. 
Vazquez was approved this week in an 84-2 vote, but there are still three vacancies for the 
state’s 17 federal judgeships. New Jersey is still waiting on judgeship confirmation votes for Julien 
X. Neals and Brian Martinotti. ... the strain it is putting on the federal court system is unacceptable. 
... It’s another example of why most Americans have so little faith in Congress. Meanwhile, New 
Jersey’s court system is strained to the point that the Judicial Conference of the United 
States, which sets standards for efficient caseloads, calls it a "judicial emergency."...the delay 
isn’t about the judges. Rather it’s about groups like Heritage Action — which keeps a scorecard on 
how conservative Congress members are — pushing the Senate to block Obama nominees because 
he’s used executive orders to try to relax immigration enforcement and expand background checks 
to buy guns. Conservatives may think they’re hurting the president by doing this, but it’s not 
Obama who has to wait months or years to get his day in court with a judge whose staff is 
drowning in paperwork from such a heavy caseload. It’s average citizens waiting for their day in 
court, for justice to be served." 

Editorial: Friday Opinuendo: On a judge ... To fairness and impartiality (St. Paul Pioneer Press 
[MN], 01/21/16) 
Pioneer Press: We congratulate Judge Wilhelmina "Mimi" Wright, whose appointment to the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Minnesota was confirmed by the U.S. Senate this week. The St. 
Paul resident and state Supreme Court justice was nominated by President Barack Obama in April. 
Wright is the first woman who is black to be appointed to that position here, as she was the first 
woman who is black to serve on the Ramsey County bench. The Senate confirmed only 10 
district court judges all of last year, according to Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken, who 
described her confirmation as a major bipartisan victory in a report by the Pioneer Press' Jaime 
DeLage." 

Forum editorial: Still no nominee for circuit (Forum of Fargo-Moorhead [ND], 01/05/16) 
"Judge Kermit Bye of Fargo announced more than a year ago he would take senior status on 
the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals. He did so early in 2015. Yet, there still is no nominee to fill 
his position. ... The process is taking longer than it should.... In the 125-year history of North 
Dakota, no woman has served as judge on the federal district court or federal circuit court. ... The 
bar has changed a lot during that time. ... North Dakota, the senators and the president could make 
history by speeding the nomination of a qualified woman." 

### 
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