
WHY WON’T REPUBLICAN SENATE LEADERS ALLOW FLOOR VOTES ON 24 
PENDING JUDICIAL NOMINEES ALL GOP HOME-STATE SENATORS SUPPORT? 

17 Republican U.S. Senators from 12 states support 24 pending district and appeals court 
nominees & re-nominees (originally nominated last year) who would fill vacancies in their 
states- including: 

 19 re-nominees and nominees awaiting Floor votes after Judiciary Committee 
unopposed voice votes or roll call votes with bi-partisan support  
 

 17 re-nominees and nominees who would fill U.S. courts-declared judicial emergency 
vacancies 
 

 GOP filibusters in 2014 forced cloture votes on every judicial nominee, including 
eight who were confirmed unanimously 
 

UPDATED THROUGH APRIL 4, 2014 by 

-Glenn Sugameli, Founder (2001), Judging the Environment; Senior Attorney, Defenders of Wildlife 

Sen. Leahy Floor Statement: Judicial Nominations (Democrat - Vermont) 03/27/14  
“We last voted on a circuit nominee during the last work period in early March and before that we 
voted on a circuit court nominee in early January. If Republicans continue to obstruct the Senate 
from having up-or-down votes on uncontroversial judicial nominees, at our current pace of filing 
cloture petitions once every month or so, we will not have time this year to vote on even those who 
are currently pending on the Senate floor.” 

Sen. Leahy Floor Statement on judicial nominee delays and filibusters (Democrat -
 Vermont) 03/12/14  
“All of these nominees could and should have been confirmed before we adjourned last year. 
Instead, because Republicans refused to consent to hold these nominations in the Senate, and every 
single one had to be returned to the President at the end of last year. They then had to be re-
nominated and re-processed through Committee this year and were all reported out with bipartisan 
support on January 16, 2014. We have not had a vote on a judicial nomination this year that was not 
subjected to a Republican filibuster.” 

Click or scroll down for GOP Senator Statement excerpts & links from: 
http://www.judgingtheenvironment.org/senators/ 

ARIZONA (6 district court judicial emergency nominees Committee approved in 2014) 

FLORIDA (11th Circuit judicial emergency re-nominee Committee approved in 2014; Judiciary 
hearing held on 4 district court judicial emergency nominees) 

ILLINOIS (3 district court judicial emergencies Committee approved in 2014 including 2 re-
nominees and one nominee) 
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KANSAS (10th Circuit re-nominee & district court judicial emergency re-nominee, Committee 
approved both in 2014) 

MAINE (district court re-nominee, Committee approved in 2014) 

MISSOURI (one district court re-nominee) 

NEVADA (one district court judicial emergency nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

PENNSYLVANIA (3rd Circuit nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

SOUTH CAROLINA (one district court re-nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

TENNESSEE (one district court re-nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

TEXAS (5th Circuit court judicial emergency re-nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

WISCONSIN (district court judicial emergency re-nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

-------------------- 

ARIZONA (6 district court judicial emergency nominees Committee approved in 2014) 

STATEMENT BY SEN. McCAIN ON JUDICIAL NOMINEES 
(Republican - Arizona) 02/27/14  
“I am gratified by the Senate Judiciary Committee’s overwhelming support for the diverse and 
historic slate of nominees for the United States District Court for the District of Arizona. With the 
Committee’s action today, Arizona is one big step closer to having the emergency vacancies on that 
court filled with well-qualified judges. These nominees are the product of cooperation, consensus 
and careful deliberation, supported by the views a non-partisan judiciary evaluation commission. I 
look forward to their timely consideration and confirmation by the full Senate.” 

STATEMENT BY SENATOR JOHN McCAIN ON ARIZONA DISTRICT COURT 
NOMINEES (Republican - Arizona) 01/28/14  
"“Today is a great day for Arizona. You will be hearing today from six nominees to the United 
States District Court for the District of Arizona. As this Committee knows, this is a court that has 
been under great strain recently. While it has been consistently ranked as one of the top ten busiest 
courts in the country, it has been strained by a series of recent vacancies. Of the 13 authorized 
judgeships in this court, six are currently vacant. For that reason, the District of Arizona has been 
declared a ‘judicial emergency.’... I am particularly excited about our third nominee, Diane J. 
Humetewa, also to the District of Arizona, in Phoenix. Ms. Humetewa’s nomination is truly historic: 
Being a member of the Hopi Nation, if Ms. Humetewa is confirmed, she would be the first Native 
American woman to ever serve on the federal bench. ... I commend them to you for your 
consideration and encourage their swift confirmation by the full Senate." 

Sen, Flake & Senate Judiciary Committee Hears Testimony On Arizona Nominees 
(Republican - Arizona) 01/28/14  
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In Tuesday's hearing, Flake acknowledged the urgency of filling the vacancies. "I can tell you talking 
to those serving on the bench in Arizona right now, they are happy to see the caseload cut in half as 
we go," said Flake. "It's better this year than last, but boy you are sure going to help." 

STATEMENT BY SENATOR JOHN McCAIN ON NOMINATIONS TO THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA (Republican -
 Arizona) 09/19/13  
[O]n the President’s nomination today of four Arizonans – Magistrate Judge Steven Paul Logan of 
Phoenix, Ms. Diane Joyce Humetewa of Phoenix, Mr. John Joseph Tuchi of Phoenix, and Judge 
Douglas Rayes of Scottsdale – to serve on the United States District Court for the District of 
Arizona. These nominees join Rosemary Marquez of Tucson for Senate consideration. The six 
current vacancies in the Arizona District Court account for nearly 9 percent of the nation’s vacant 
district court judgeships. “The nominees to serve on the United States District Court for the District 
of Arizona have demonstrated devotion to public service and commitment to justice, and I believe 
they are uniquely qualified to address the legal issues facing our state. The recent judicial vacancies in 
Arizona have created an unsustainable situation for the Court and are a serious impediment to the 
administration of justice for the people of Arizona. The need to fill these vacancies is critical as the 
District of Arizona ranks as one of the top ten busiest district courts in the country. I urge the 
Senate Judiciary Committee to consider these five very capable nominees as soon as possible and 
allow the full Senate to swiftly confirm them as the district court judges for the District of Arizona.” 

 
FLORIDA (11th Circuit judicial emergency re-nominee Committee approved in 2014; 
Judiciary hearing held on 4 district court judicial emergency nominees) 

Sen. Rubio on Four Nominations to Florida U.S. District Courts (Republican -
 Florida) 02/05/14  
"I welcome today's four nominations to the district courts in Florida. As I previously indicated to 
the President, I do not anticipate having an objection to moving forward on any of these 
nominations pending the outcome of the customary background check conducted on every 
nominee," Rubio stated. "I am disappointed, however that given the opportunity to fill four 
vacancies on the court, the White House has declined to nominate any of the Republican finalists 
jointly suggested by Senator Nelson and myself. 

Sen. Rubio OK's hearing for home-state 11th Circuit nominee Judge Robin Rosenbaum 
(Republican - Florida) 01/31/14  
Jessica Brady, a spokeswoman for the Judiciary Committee, said Friday that U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., filed a blue slip that allows Rosenbaum's nomination to go forward. A slip is a parliamentary 
move required of a nominee's home state senators to allow committee consideration. 

 
ILLINOIS (3 district court judicial emergencies Committee approved in 2014 including 2 
re-nominees and one nominee) 

Sen. DURBIN: SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE APPROVES YANDLE FOR 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT JUDGESHIP (Democrat - Illinois) 04/03/14  
“Ms. Yandle’s nomination is not only historic, it is well deserved,” said Durbin. “Our bipartisan 
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screening committee chose Ms. Yandle based on her extensive trial experience, her commitment 
to her community and her record of professional integrity. I look forward to voting in favor of her 
nomination on the floor of the Senate soon.” 

Sen. Kirk supports Nancy Rosenstengel district court nomination (Republican -
 Illinois) 01/08/14  
Sen. Durbin "I want to thank my colleague Senator Mark Kirk for his support of this nomination as 
well. In Illinois, we have a bipartisan process for recommending judicial candidates to the White 
House ... I want to thank my colleague Senator Mark Kirk for his support of this nomination as well. 
In Illinois, we have a bipartisan process for recommending judicial candidates to the White House" 
SENATOR CHUCK GRASSLEY (R-IA): "Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (And this ?) would be in 
support of the same nominee as Senator Durbin was suggesting. So we'll put that in the record. 

VIDEO: Sen. Kirk Encourages Swift Confirmation of Manish Shah: Anti-Corruption Record 
Important for Northern District (Republican - Illinois) 11/13/13  
“Manish Shah heads the criminal division of the U.S. Attorney’s office where he has substantial 
management responsibility," Senator Kirk said. "He is responsible for overseeing the work of over 
130 people – more than most U.S. Attorney offices. As a federal trial judge, Senator Durbin and I 
agree Manish Shah will be outstanding in his service to our country." 

Sens. Kirk, Durbin: White House Nominates Manish Shah to Fill Federal Judgeship for 
Northern District of Illinois (Republican - Illinois) 09/19/13  
“Manish Shah's stellar record in working with former U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald makes him an 
outstanding candidate to be the next federal district court judge for Northern Illinois,” Senator Kirk 
said. “He’s the most experienced prosecutor we have, and I will continue to work with Senator 
Durbin to make sure we have highly-skilled candidates like Shah to help strengthen our courts and 
clean up Illinois.” 

Senator Kirk Picks Manish Shah for Appointment to be Northern District of Illinois Court 
Judge (Republican - Illinois) 06/11/13  
“I am proud to put forward the name of Manish Shah to be the next federal district court judge for 
Northern Illinois,” Senator Kirk said. “He’s the most experienced prosecutor we have, and because 
of his stellar record in working with former U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald, I think he is the best 
one for the bench. I look forward to working with Senator Durbin to make sure we have highly-
skilled candidates like Shah to help strengthen our courts and clean up Illinois.” 

 
KANSAS (10th Circuit re-nominee & district court judicial emergency re-nominee, 
Committee approved both in 2014) 

Sen. Moran Introduces Daniel Crabtree as Nominee for United States District Court for the 
District of Kansas (Republican - Kansas) 01/03/14  
“Providing advice and consent of Presidential nominees is one of the most important roles of the 
United States Senate and a responsibility I take seriously,” Sen. Moran said. “Mr. Crabtree is a 
distinguished litigator with extensive experience in federal and state courts, and I will support his 
confirmation.” 
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Sen. Moran Introduces Justice Moritz as Nominee for the Tenth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals (Republican - Kansas) 11/13/13  
“Justice Moritz comes before the committee highly qualified and greatly prepared as the result of a 
distinguished legal career both in private and public practice,” Sen. Moran said. “Nancy was raised in 
the small Kansas town of Tipton. I know the people of Tipton well; I have witnessed their character, 
kindness, work ethic, and a genuine concern for others. I am confident this sense of community has 
been instilled in our nominee and that her service on the Tenth Circuit will be guided by the values 
we hold dear in Kansas, including empathy for others and respect for the rule of law.” 

Sen. Moran Signals Support for Kansan Judicial Nominees: After many months of serious 
negotiations with the White House, I am pleased we were able to come to an agreement. 
The President has sent the Senate two highly qualified candidates (Republican -
 Kansas) 08/01/13  
Daniel D. Crabtree of Kansas City, Kan., has been nominated to the United States District Court for 
the District of Kansas, and Justice Nancy L. Moritz of Topeka, Kan., and the Kansas Supreme 
Court has been nominated to the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. "Providing 
advice and consent of Presidential nominees is one of the most important roles of the United States 
Senate and a responsibility that I take seriously," Sen. Moran said. "After many months of serious 
negotiations with the White House on the importance of filling these vacancies, I am pleased we 
were able to come to an agreement. The President has sent the Senate two highly qualified 
candidates. Dan Crabtree is a one of Kansas’ most accomplished legal minds and has had a 
distinguished career in litigation. Nancy Moritz’ professional credentials and commitment to the 
Rule of Law are well documented. I intend to support confirmation for both Mr. Crabtree and 
Justice Moritz." 

 
MAINE (district court re-nominee, Committee approved in 2014) 

Sens. Collins, King Announce Justice Jon Levy's Nomination Approved by Judiciary 
Committee (Republican - Maine) 01/16/14  
"As we testified before the Judiciary Committee in December, Justice Levy's extensive experience as 
a state judge and in private practice makes him extremely well qualified for Maine's federal district 
court," Senators Collins and King said in a joint statement. "We are confident that, if confirmed, Jon 
Levy will serve the people of Maine and the nation with great intelligence, integrity, and 
impartiality." 

Sens. Collins, King Voice Support for Nomination of Justice Jon Levy to U.S. District Court 
for Maine (Republican - Maine) 12/19/13  
“I am pleased to join my colleague Senator King in recommending Justice Jon David Levy to serve 
on the United States District Court for the State of Maine,” said Senator Collins. “Justice Levy’s 
extensive experience as a state judge and in private practice makes him extremely well qualified for 
Maine’s federal district court. His contributions to the Maine legal community and the juvenile 
justice system would give him a valuable perspective as a federal judge. I am confident that if 
confirmed, Jon Levy will serve the people of Maine and the nation with great intelligence, integrity, 
and impartiality.” 
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Sen. Collins on delay of scheduled Judiciary Committee judicial nominations hearing 
(Republican - Maine) 12/18/13  
Collins spokesman Kevin Kelley said, “Senator Collins believes Judge Levy is well-qualified to serve 
on Maine’s federal District Court, and she had planned to testify at his hearing. She looks forward to 
doing so when it is rescheduled, which she hopes is soon.” 

Senators Collins, King Statement on Nomination of Jon Levy to U.S. District Court for 
Maine (Independent, Republican - Maine) 09/19/13  
“During his long and distinguished career as both an attorney and a judge, Jon has had a significant 
impact on the Maine judicial system by virtue of his intelligence and tireless service to the court,” 
said Senators Collins and King in a joint statement. “Jon’s qualifications and contributions to the 
Maine legal community make him an ideal candidate for this judgeship. Jon’s nomination deserves 
bipartisan support, and we look forward to introducing him to our colleagues in the Senate as soon 
as possible.” 

 
MISSOURI (one district court re-nominee) 

Sen. Blunt on Ronnie White renomination (Republican - Missouri) 11/18/13  
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said last week that he intended to return the “blue slip” on the White 
nomination, a sign-off from the home-state senators that is generally needed for the Judiciary 
Committee to take up the matter. Returning of “blue slips” is rather routine and does not suggest 
approval or support. “This is impacted by Ronnie White’s 10 years on the … Missouri Supreme 
Court, after his first nomination,” Blunt emphasized last week, while declining to take a position on 
the nomination itself. 

 
NEVADA (one district court judicial emergency nominee, Committee approved in 2014) 

Sen. Heller after Judiciary Committee vote for District of Nevada judicial nominee Richard 
Boulware (Republican - Nevada) 04/03/14  
Boulware’s sponsor is Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada, and he also is being supported 
by Nevada Republican Sen. Dean Heller. Despite the opposition, “I’m still convinced (Boulware) is 
going to be a federal judge and I have no doubt he will be fine in the long run,” Heller said. 

Sen. Heller: Richard Boulware Will Make an Excellent District Court Judge for the State of 
Nevada (Republican - Nevada) 03/12/14  
"I am honored to have the opportunity to address the Committee, once again, to express my 
support for my fellow Nevadan Richard Boulware to you this morning." 

Sen. Heller tweet on Nevada U.S. district court nominee (Republican - Nevada) 02/28/14  
"Pleased 2 sign blue slip 4 Richard Boulware, nominee for District Judge, District of NV.Look 
forward to supporting him at nomination hearing" 

Sen. Heller Statement on Richard Boulware: Expected Nominee for District Judge, District 
of Nevada (Republican - Nevada) 01/16/14  
After sitting down with Mr. Boulware and discussing his nomination at length, I found him to be 
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extremely impressive. I feel that he is an excellent choice for the District of Nevada, and I am 
confident that he will serve Nevada well. I look forward to signing the blue slip as soon as my 
colleagues on the Judiciary Committee have the pertinent documents to continue the nomination 
process,” said Senator Dean Heller. 

 
PENNSYLVANIA (3rd Circuit nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

Sens. Casey & Toomey Introduce Third Circuit Nominee at Senate Judiciary Hearing 
(Republican - Pennsylvania) 03/12/14  
"I was honored to introduce Cheryl Krause during a Senate Judiciary Committee meeting today," 
said Sen. Toomey. "Ms. Krause has amassed an impressive resume that includes both public service 
and private practice work. She has an unquestioned commitment to the law and I look forward to 
her joining our other talented federal jurists on the Third Circuit." 

Casey, Toomey Applaud Nomination of Cheryl Ann Krause to U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit (Republican - Pennsylvania) 02/05/14  
"I am pleased that President Obama has nominated Cheryl Ann Krause to serve on the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals," said Sen. Toomey. "In addition to her unquestioned commitment to the 
law, Ms. Krause has a wealth of legal experience in public service and working in private practice. I 
am confident she will excel as a federal appellate judge and I look forward to her joining our other 
talented federal jurists on the Third Circuit." 

 
SOUTH CAROLINA (one district court re-nominee, Committee approved in 2014) 

Sen. Scott testifies for Bruce Howe Hendricks' district court nomination (Republican - South 
Carolina) 02/11/14  
Sen. Tim Scott, R-Charleston, called Hendricks "bright as the dickens." "Her trial experience, 
knowledge of the courtroom and the law and her devotion to improving our communities leads me 
to believe she will be fair and devoted to justice," Scott said. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham testifies for Bruce Howe Hendricks' district court 
nomination  (Republican - South Carolina) 02/11/14  
"She is highly respected by the bar and very much supported by Republicans and Democrats in 
South Carolina and will make an outstanding district court judge for our state," Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-Seneca, said during the hearing. 

Sen. Scott on Nominees to fill South Carolina federal district court vacancies (Republican -
 South Carolina) 06/27/13  
President Barack Obama nominated two women to federal judgeships in South Carolina.U.S. 
Magistrate Bruce Howe Hendricks and South Carolina at-large Circuit Judge Alison Renee Lee were 
picked to fill two U.S. district court vacancies in Columbia. A spokesman for Sen. Tim Scott, R-
Charleston, said Scott wouldn’t object to either nomination. 

 
TENNESSEE (one district court re-nominee; Committee approved in 2014) 
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TN Sens. gave Sheryl Lipman district court nomination "blue slip" allowing it to proceed 
(Republican - Tennessee) 11/27/13  
Tennessee's Republican senators, Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, ... both gave the nomination a 
so-called "blue slip" allowing it to proceed. 

 
TEXAS (5th Circuit court judicial emergency re-nominee; Committee approved in 2014) 

Sen. Cruz following Senate Judiciary Committee voice vote of Judge Gregg Costa Fifth 
Circuit nomination (Republican - Texas) 03/27/14  
Sen. Ted Cruz said that he expected Costa to sail through the Senate with strong bipartisan support. 
He commended the state’s Federal Judiciary Advisory Committee, formed by the two Texas 
Senators, for ensuring the quality of Texas judicial nominees. “Administrations, frankly of both 
parties, have sometimes tended to treat judicial nominations as political plum, rather than looking 
for a jurist of the highest caliber, integrity and judicial temperament,” he said. 

Sen. Cornyn on Senate Judiciary Committee voice vote of Judge Gregg Costa Fifth Circuit 
nomination (Republican - Texas) 03/27/14  
“He represents exactly the kind of well qualified, consensus nominee that the Senate should 
confirm,” Cornyn said. “He will be a great addition to the 5th Circuit.” In a brief conversation after 
the vote, Cornyn said that he is confident that Costa will receive bipartisan support in front of the 
full Senate and hopeful that he will be confirmed quickly. 

Sen. Cruz on Judge Gregg Costa 5th Circuit nomination (Republican - Texas) 03/13/14  
Catherine Frazier, a spokeswoman for Sen. Ted Cruz, said in an email that the senator “intends to 
support Judge Costa’s nomination.” 

Sen. Cornyn supports Judge Gregg Costa's Fifth Circuit nomination at Committee hearing 
(Republican - Texas) 02/25/14  
"Judge Costa, I'm happy to support your nomination," he said. "In a Washington environment 
where very often there is polarization and where the White House and Congress is at loggerheads, 
this is one area where we have been able to come together." 

Sen. John Cornyn blesses nomination of Gregg Costa to the Fifth Circuit (Republican -
 Texas) 01/09/14  
“I have a lot of confidence in Judge Costa,” said Cornyn, a Senate Judiciary Committee member. He 
and former U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison "recommended him for a district court nomination, and 
we are working very closely with the White House,” Cornyn said. “I support the nomination,” he 
added. “He’s a solid appointment.” 

 
WISCONSIN (district court judicial emergency re-nominee Committee approved in 2014) 

WI Sens. Ron Johnson & Tammy Baldwin Testimony urges swift confirmation of James 
Peterson to district court (Republican - Wisconsin) 01/08/14  
During the hearing, the committee also heard strong endorsements for Peterson from Wisconsin's 
two senators, Democrat Tammy Baldwin and Republican Ron Johnson. Both praised his 
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background and spoke of the bipartisan nominating committee in Wisconsin that recommended 
Peterson for the nomination. Baldwin and Johnson also urged a swift confirmation process, noting 
the slot he will fill has been vacant for several years. 

Wisconsin Senators Recommend Judicial Nominees to White House for Wisconsin's 
Western District Court (Republican - Wisconsin) 08/01/13  
“I really appreciate all the energy and time spent by the bipartisan Judicial Commission to help 
examine the numerous highly qualified candidates that applied to serve the state of Wisconsin as a 
Federal Judge. The hard work by the Commissioners and the State Bar will benefit the Western 
District for years to come,” Johnson said. “I also want to especially thank Senator Baldwin for 
working with me to set up the Commission and fill this important judicial vacancy in a balanced, 
bipartisan way. This is a win for the citizens of Wisconsin.” 
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