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Republican Home-State Senators Urge Immediate Action on Federal Judicial Nominees 
Pending in Feb. 2016 (IN, IA, KS, NE, OK, PA, TN, UT) 

 
-Glenn Sugameli, Founder in 2001, and head of nonpartisan Judging the Environment judicial 
nominations project, Senior Attorney, Defenders of Wildlife [02/01/2016] [emphasis added] 
 
INDIANA 

Sen. Coats Responds to President’s Nominations for Indiana Judicial Vacancies 
(Republican - Indiana) 01/12/16 Senator Dan Coats (R-Ind.) today announced that he will 
support the nomination of Winfield Denton Ong in order to address the pressing judicial 
emergency in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Indiana....“The Judicial 
Conference of the United States has declared a judicial emergency in Indiana’s Southern 
District, and this important role needs to be filled quickly,” said Coats. “The role demands a 
sharp legal mind and a thoughtful, fair temperament. After carefully reviewing Winfield Ong’s record 
and background and meeting with him personally, I believe he is qualified for this position.” ... In 
addition to nominating Ong, the White House also announced the nomination of Myra Selby for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. Coats reiterated his call for the establishment 
of an Indiana Federal Nominating Commission to make recommendations on this and other judicial 
vacancies affecting the Hoosier state. Senator Coats originally called for the creation of a judicial 
selection commission last May. “The citizens of Indiana will be best served by a nomination process 
that is taken completely out of politics,” said Coats. “We still have time to establish an equitable 
process for the remainder of this Congress. Myra Selby’s nomination should be considered by an 
Indiana Federal Nominating Commission.” 
 
IOWA 

Sen. Grassley: Iowa Federal Judicial Nominees to Receive Vote After Senate Convenes Next 
Year (Republican - Iowa) 12/18/15  Senator Chuck Grassley said today that two Iowans who have 
been nominated by President Barack Obama for federal judgeships will be voted on by the full Senate 
early next year. ... “These two Iowans are uniquely qualified to be federal judges and have 
exceptional credentials. I’m glad they will be voted on by the full Senate in short order,” 
Grassley said. Grassley recommended Strand and Ebinger to the White House after an extensive effort 
by a Judicial Selection Commission that Grassley formed after two judges announced their intention to 
take senior status. 

Prepared Statement by Senator Chuck Grassley of Iowa, Chairman, Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Executive Business Meeting (Republican - Iowa) 11/05/15 "I’m particularly pleased 
that Judge Ebinger and Judge Strand are before the Committee today. As I said during their 
Nominations hearing, these nominees are two of the best judicial candidates the President has 
nominated during his Presidency.... In consultation with Senator Ernst, I was proud to recommend 
Judges Strand and Ebinger to the White House and urge my colleagues to vote their nomination 
out of Committee today. I’d briefly note that the Committee has reviewed the updated information 
we received last week regarding Mr. Neals’ nomination. At this point, we’re comfortable moving him 
out of Committee." 

Senator Ernst Introduces Iowa Federal District Court Nominees (Republican - Iowa) 10/21/15 
"It is my privilege today to introduce two superb nominees for the federal bench in Iowa – Judge 
Rebecca Goodgame Ebinger and Judge Leonard Terry Strand. ... I am honored to support them for 
these positions, and I look forward to what I hope will be a speedy approval of their 
nominations." 

http://www.judgingtheenvironment.org/
http://www.coats.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/coats-responds-to-presidents-nominations-for-indiana-judicial-vacancies
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/iowa-federal-judicial-nominees-receive-vote-after-senate-convenes-next-year
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/iowa-federal-judicial-nominees-receive-vote-after-senate-convenes-next-year
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/11-05-15%20Grassley%20Statement.pdf
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/11-05-15%20Grassley%20Statement.pdf
http://www.ernst.senate.gov/content/updated-senator-ernst-introduces-iowa-federal-district-court-nominees
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Senate Judiciary Chairman Grassley Statement at Hearing on four judicial nominees 
(Republican - Iowa) 10/21/15 "I must say in my humble opinion Judges Strand and Ebinger are two 
of the best judicial candidates President Obama has nominated during his Presidency. ... I set up a 
Judicial Selection Commission ... the Commission sent their recommendations to me. In consultation 
with Senator Ernst, I was proud to recommend Judges Strand and Ebinger ... I also want to take this 
opportunity to thank the President and his staff, including the White House counsel, for working with 
me to move these nominations forward. This is how our constitutional process of advice and consent 
is designed to work." 

Sen. Grassley: Iowa Federal Judicial Nominees to have Hearing Next Week 
Republican - Iowa) 10/14/15 “Both Judge Strand and Judge Ebinger have impeccable credentials 
and have been through a rigorous application process, by both my commission and the White House. I 
appreciate the White House working with me to move these outstanding Iowans forward,” 
Grassley said. “I look forward to seeing both nominees next week before my committee.” Grassley 
recommended Strand and Ebinger to the White House after an extensive effort by a Judicial Selection 
Commission that Grassley formed after two judges announced their intention to take senior status. 

Grassley comments on nomination of Iowan to federal bench (Republican - Iowa) 09/16/15 U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, made the following 
statement after the White House nominated Judge Rebecca Ebinger to serve on the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of Iowa. Grassley recommended Ebinger and Judge Leonard 
Strand to the White House after an extensive effort by a Judicial Selection Commission that Grassley 
formed .... “The Southern District of Iowa will benefit greatly from Judge Ebinger’s background and 
expertise, and I have great confidence that she will serve with distinction. I appreciate the White House 
working with me to move her nomination forward. The five commissioners who made the 
recommendation to me, and spent hundreds of hours to vet dozens of very qualified candidates, 
deserve a lot of credit.” 

Sen. Grassley statement on Iowa district court nominee (Republican - Iowa) 09/15/15 Iowa Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, who recommended Ebinger in April, said he appreciated the White House working 
with him to move forward on this nomination. “The Southern District of Iowa will benefit greatly 
from Judge Ebinger’s background and expertise, and I have great confidence that she will serve with 
distinction,” Grassley said in a statement Tuesday. “The five commissioners who made the 
recommendation to me, and spent hundreds of hours to vet dozens of very qualified candidates, 
deserve a lot of credit.” 
Sen. Grassley: Iowan Leonard Strand Nominated for Federal Judgeship (Republican - Iowa) 
07/21/15 Here is Grassley’s comment on today’s announcement. “Judge Strand has impeccable 
credentials and very much deserves this nomination. I appreciate the White House working with me to 
move his nomination forward. The five commissioners who made the recommendation to me, and 
spent hundreds of hours to vet dozens of very qualified candidates, deserve a lot of credit. I’m 
confident, like the White House, that Judge Strand will serve with distinction.” 
 
KANSAS 

AP quotes Sen. Moran looking forward to supporting Senate confirmation of Campbell district 
court nomination (Republican - Kansas) 01/29/16 U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, a Republican, in an email 
Friday said he looks forward to supporting his Senate confirmation. "Providing advice and consent 
for Presidential nominees is one of the most important roles of the United States Senate and a 
responsibility I take very seriously," Moran said. "Mr. Campbell is a respected lawyer with high 
qualifications that make him a strong nominee to fill the vacant federal judgeship in the District of 
Kansas 

http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/10-21-15%20Grassley%20Statement.pdf
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-iowa-federal-judicial-nominees-have-hearing-next-week
http://www.theiowastatesman.com/5224/grassley-comments-on-nomination-of-iowan-to-federal-bench
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/public-safety/president-nominates-iowa-district-judge-for-next-federal-judge-20150915
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/iowan-leonard-strand-nominated-federal-judgeship
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KS_JUDICIAL_APPOINTMENT_KANSAS_KSOL-?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KS_JUDICIAL_APPOINTMENT_KANSAS_KSOL-?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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AP quotes Sen. Roberts on Campbell district court nomination, (Republican - Kansas) 01/29/16 
The state’s other Republican senator, Pat Roberts, also praised the nominee but stopped short of a 
commitment. Roberts said in an email that the Senate Judiciary Committee will begin to examine 
Campbell’s credentials, the first step in a thorough vetting process. “Terry Campbell enjoys a good 
reputation in both the Kansas legal community and the community of Lawrence, where he has raised 
his family,” Roberts said. 
 
NEBRASKA 

Sen. Fischer on Nebraska federal judicial nominee (Republican - Nebraska) 12/21/15 Nebraska’s 
legal community had hoped to see Omaha attorney Robert Rossiter Jr. confirmed as the state’s next 
federal judge by the end of this year. Instead, Rossiter will be cooling his heels at least a few more 
months after a couple of Iowa nominees cut in front of him.... Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa ... 
acknowledged that he had heard from Nebraska’s senators, both of whom have pushed for Rossiter’s 
approval. “I’ve been hearing from them for six weeks, maybe two months,” Grassley said.... Sen. Deb 
Fischer ... has repeatedly called for a speedy confirmation, saying Nebraska has a “small bench 
and a full docket.” ... Fischer told The World-Herald last week that she was disappointed in the news 
that Rossiter was bypassed but showed little desire to criticize Grassley. “We’ll get it done,” she said. 
“Everybody runs their committee differently." 

Sen. Fischer: Rossiter Nomination Approved by Judiciary Committee; Committee Passage is 
Final Hurdle Before Full Senate Vote (Republican - Nebraska) 10/29/15 U.S. Senator Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) released the following statement after this morning’s Senate Judiciary Committee vote in 
favor of advancing Robert Rossiter Jr.’s nomination to the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Nebraska: “I’m happy to see Mr. Rossiter advance to the next stage of the confirmation process, and I 
look forward to voting for him once his nomination reaches the Senate floor. I would also like to 
thank Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley for making this nomination a priority.” 
Following today’s vote of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Mr. Rossiter’s nomination will head 
to the Senate floor for a final vote, which is expected by the end of this year. 

Sen. Fischer Testifies at Senate Judiciary Hearing for Nebraska Federal Judge Nominee Bob 
Rossiter (Republican - Nebraska) 09/30/15 "Nebraska’s federal bench is an example of efficiency and 
integrity. It also has one of the busiest dockets. During the 12-month period preceding September 
2014, Nebraska had the most per-judgeship weighted filings among the eight states that have only 
three authorized judgeships and a single federal district. With a small bench and a full docket, it is 
important that this federal district court is operating at full capacity. Despite this fact, however, the 
judgeship that Bob has been nominated for has been vacant for more than a year. Because this court 
must be provided with the necessary resources to work efficiently, I was pleased to work with 
Senator Mike Johanns to select a highly qualified candidate for this important position.... I urge my 
colleagues to support Bob Rossiter’s nomination quickly so that he can put his outstanding 
intellect, skill, and judgement to work for the American people." 

Sen. Sasse Statement on Confirmation Hearing for Robert Rossiter (Republican - Nebraska) 
09/30/15 "Nebraskans are grateful for Senator Fischer’s commitment to our state and faithful 
leadership to ensure Judge Rossiter's nomination. I'm also thankful that Chairman Grassley and the 
Judiciary Committee are considering his nomination in a timely manner. Judge Rossiter is an honest 
and dutiful Nebraskan with a charge to uphold the rule of law impartially and fairly. I am certain his 
nomination will receive strong bipartisan support." 

Editorial quotes Sen. Fischer on district court nominee Robert Rossiter Jr. 
(Republican - Nebraska) 06/17/15  Sen. Deb Fischer told The World-Herald she’s confident the 

http://www.salina.com/ap/state/obama-nominates-lawrence-attorney-to-federal-bench/article_113b41ca-83e7-5358-8c12-f603631ccb9d.html
http://www.omaha.com/news/nebraska/with-grassley-s-help-two-iowa-federal-judge-nominees-leapfrog/article_f97c431b-14ba-5c0a-b624-41acbe17a0b1.html
http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/10/rossiter-nomination-approved-by-judiciary-committee
http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/10/rossiter-nomination-approved-by-judiciary-committee
http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/fischer-testifies-at-senate-judiciary-hearing-for-nebraska-federal-judge-nominee-bob-rossiter
http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/fischer-testifies-at-senate-judiciary-hearing-for-nebraska-federal-judge-nominee-bob-rossiter
http://www.sasse.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/sasse-statement-on-confirmation-hearing-for-robert-rossiter
http://www.omaha.com/opinion/world-herald-editorial-swift-action-on-judge-is-warranted/article_8fdd4e3d-8852-555d-8c42-09844fc164a1.html
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nomination will win Senate confirmation. “He’s supported by Republicans and Democrats 
throughout the state,” she said. “I expect the confirmation will go smoothly.” 

Sen. Fischer Weekly Column: Resilience and Integrity (Republican - Nebraska) 06/15/15 
"President Obama has nominated Bob Rossiter of Omaha to be a federal district court judge for the 
District of Nebraska. I had the privilege of calling Bob to inform him of this wonderful news. ... I am 
thankful to Bob for his willingness to enter public service, and I look forward to working with him 
through the confirmation process." 

Sen. Fischer Applauds President’s Nomination of Bob Rossiter to Federal Bench in Nebraska 
(Republican - Nebraska) 06/11/15 “This morning, I had the privilege of calling Bob to inform him 
that the president has nominated him to serve on the federal court. I am pleased that the open, 
inclusive process Senator Johanns and I initially led together has resulted in the nomination of such a 
fine Nebraskan. Throughout his long legal career, Bob has demonstrated the highest integrity, legal 
skill, professionalism, and dedication to the rule of law. “I am thankful to Bob for his willingness to 
enter public service, and I look forward to working with him through the confirmation process.” 
Sen. Sasse Statement on Nomination of Robert Rossiter (Republican - Nebraska) 06/11/15 “I am 
tremendously grateful that for nearly two years—first alongside Senator Johanns and now as our state’s 
Senior Senator—Deb Fischer worked tirelessly to see that the Administration nominates a qualified 
and well-respected Nebraskan. Bob Rossiter is a qualified nominee with a breadth of experience and I 
trust he will receive strong bipartisan support in the Senate.” 
 
OKLAHOMA 

Sens. Inhofe, Lankford Announce Judicial Nominees for the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Oklahoma (R-OK) 12/16/15 “I’m pleased that the White House has nominated 
Judge Suzanne Mitchell and Scott Palk to the U.S. Federal Court for the Western District, and I 
congratulate both nominees,” Inhofe said. “This nomination process for these seats has been 
unnecessarily long, and so I am pleased it has come to a conclusion with two very capable nominees. 
I fully support their nominations because they have distinguished service in the public sector, 
valuable private sector experience, and the temperament to serve the state, the interest of justice, and 
the parties who appear in their courts.” “Both Judge Mitchell and Scott Palk are impressive nominees 
for the United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma,” Lankford said. “We look 
forward to their nomination hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee and confirmation 
by the full Senate. Though I have had many disagreements with the White House, we agree that 
Judge Mitchell and Scott Palk are fair-minded and will uphold the strict rule of law. I am confident 
they will serve our state and nation well.” 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Sen. Toomey on Judiciary Committee approval of two PA district court nominees and delay of 
two others (Republican - Pennsylvania) 01/29/16  Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pennsylvania, also said he was 
glad for Baxter and Horan's approval in the committee, adding, "I hope the Judiciary 
Committee also will approve Judge Robert J. Colville to the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania and Judge John M. Younge to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania." 

Sen. Toomey Floor Statement [on Judge Restrepo and other Judicial Nominees and 
Vacancies] (Republican - Pennsylvania) 01/11/16 "Senator Casey and I have been working very 
closely for 5 years now, since I joined the Senate, working to fill the vacancies that occur on the 
Federal bench across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that we represent. With Judge Restrepo's 

http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/6/resilience-and-integrity
http://www.fischer.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/6/fischer-applauds-president-s-nomination-of-bob-rossiter-to-federal-bench-in-nebraska
http://www.sasse.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=C8138114-32D8-4485-89A1-F5CAD8BE376A
http://www.inhofe.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/inhofe-lankford-announce-judicial-nominees-for-the-us-district-court-for-the-western-district-of-oklahoma
http://www.inhofe.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/inhofe-lankford-announce-judicial-nominees-for-the-us-district-court-for-the-western-district-of-oklahoma
http://www.thelegalintelligencer.com/id=1202748329205/Two-Pa-Federal-Judicial-Nominees-Pass-Senate-Committee#ixzz3ygrUGf00
http://www.thelegalintelligencer.com/id=1202748329205/Two-Pa-Federal-Judicial-Nominees-Pass-Senate-Committee#ixzz3ygrUGf00
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2016-01-11/pdf/CREC-2016-01-11-pt1-PgS17.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2016-01-11/pdf/CREC-2016-01-11-pt1-PgS17.pdf
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confirmation tonight, which I am hopeful and confident will occur, Senator Casey and I will have been 
able to play a role in filling 16 vacancies on the Federal bench, including 14 district court vacancies that 
have occurred since the time I arrived in Senate and two Third Circuit court vacancies....Because we 
have worked closely together, not only have we filled these vacancies, but we have filled courthouses--
Federal courthouses meant to house Federal judges--that have been vacant for years.... I think, and I 
hope, we are close to filling an empty courthouse in Erie, PA. Erie is kind of by itself out there 
in the northwest corner of our great State, and there ought to be Federal judge in the Erie 
courthouse. We are well in the process of making sure that there will be, and I am sure it will 
come to a close soon." 

Sen. Toomey: Bipartisan cooperation on judicial appointments: Sen. Casey and I, along with 
the White House, have worked on a bipartisan basis to fill judicial vacancies. 
(Republican - Pennsylvania) 12/22/15 "When vacancies occur in the district courts, Sen. Casey and I 
vet and recommend candidates whom the president will then typically nominate. For vacancies on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit, the White House, Sen. Casey, and I collaborate on a suitable 
nominee. ... On Dec. 9, the Senate agreed to schedule a confirmation vote for Judge Luis Felipe 
Restrepo for a vacancy on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. That same day, four federal 
district judge nominees for Pennsylvania – including one to fill the vacant courthouse in Erie – 
received a hearing at the Senate Judiciary Committee and are one step closer to getting confirmed. If 
all five of these nominations are approved by the Senate, and I am confident they will be, Sen. 
Casey and I will have worked together to confirm a total of 20 judges to Pennsylvania’s federal 
courts – significant progress for our state." 

Sen. Toomey looks forward to "prompt confirmation" of four Pennsylvania judicial nominees 
(Republican - Pennsylvania) 12/09/15 "The U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee on Wednesday held a 
hearing to consider nominations for four Pennsylvania judicial candidates selected by President Obama 
to fill seats on the federal bench.... Toomey echoed Casey's sentiments and touted that since he has 
been working with Casey over the last five years, "we have been able to fill 15 vacancies on the bench 
in Pennsylvania." He added, "I'm particularly looking forward to a prompt confirmation for these 
four nominees."" 

[Sen. Toomey] Casey, Toomey Statements on Confirmation Hearing for Four Candidates to 
U.S. District Courts of Pennsylvania (Republican - Pennsylvania) 12/09/15 "I was pleased to speak 
on behalf of Judge Susan P. Baxter, Judge Robert J. Colville, Judge Marilyn J. Horan, and Judge John 
M. Younge at today's hearing," said Sen. Toomey. "These nominees possess a wealth of legal 
experience from their work in both the public and private sectors. I am confident that they have the 
acumen, integrity, and respect for the limited role of the judiciary that they need to excel as federal 
judges. As we have done over the years, I look forward to working with Sen. Casey on a bipartisan 
basis to have these outstanding nominees confirmed by the Senate." 

Toomey moves to fill 3 vacancies for [WD of PA] federal judge (Republican - Pennsylvania) 
12/02/15 The Senate Judiciary Committee plans to hold confirmation hearings Dec. 9 for three people 
the president nominated in July as federal judges in Pittsburgh and Erie. Their hearings were on hold 
because Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Lehigh Valley, hadn't sent the committee “blue slips” indicating whether 
he approved of the nominations. The senator was waiting for the committee to finish background 
investigations on the nominees, said Toomey spokeswoman E.R. Anderson. She said Toomey “has 
spoken directly with Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to emphasize the importance of getting 
these judges confirmed as soon as possible.” 

Sen. Toomey on blue slip to allow hearing for judicial nominee he recommended 
(Republican - Pennsylvania) 11/11/15 U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey’s office is saying that he is not holding up 

http://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/12/22/bipartisan-cooperation-judicial-appointments/77761834/
http://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/12/22/bipartisan-cooperation-judicial-appointments/77761834/
http://www.thelegalintelligencer.com/id=1202744461568/Pa-Judicial-Nominees-Vetted-at-US-Senate-Hearing?mcode=0&curindex=0&curpage=ALL
http://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=news&id=1655
http://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=news&id=1655
http://triblive.com/news/adminpage/9553107-74/judge-law-degree#axzz3tC8mBAAF
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20151111/NEWS01/711119851
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the nomination to the federal court of Butler County Judge Marilyn Horan. Horan in July was 
nominated by President Barack Obama to take a vacancy on the federal bench in Pittsburgh. Once the 
president nominates a candidate, the Senate Judiciary Committee begins to do background 
investigations on that person. The investigation has begun, but Toomey has not submitted a “blue 
slip,” which is a blue sheet of paper that shows a senator’s support for the nominee. In this case, that is 
Horan. Before the Judiciary Committee forwards any nomination to be voted on the senate floor, it 
needs blue slips from both senators from the nominee’s home state. ... Horan will not have to be 
renominated until the end of 2016, and Toomey’s office is confident that the background work will be 
done before then. A statement provided by Toomey restated his support for Horan and said he 
“remains fully committed to getting her confirmed as soon as possible.” 

Sen. Toomey on filling judicial vacancies (Republican - Pennsylvania) 09/14/15 “And I will say I 
also work closely with Senator Casey whenever I can,” Toomey stated. “And one of the areas we work 
closely together regularly is filling vacancies on the federal bench. The fact is in the four and a half or 
so years since I have been in the Senate we have been able to recruit, vet, nominate, and confirm, 
fifteen men and women to the federal bench across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. And, in that 
period of time, only California and New York can match or exceed those numbers.” 

[Sen. Toomey] Casey, Toomey Applaud Nomination of Four Candidates to U.S. District 
Courts of Pennsylvania (Republican - Pennsylvania) 07/30/15 "I am pleased that President Obama 
will nominate Judge Susan P. Baxter, Judge Robert J. Colville, Judge Marilyn J. Horan, and Judge John 
M. Younge to serve on the federal district court in Pennsylvania," said Senator Toomey. "These 
nominees possess a wealth of legal experience from their work in both the public and private sectors. I 
am confident that they have the acumen, integrity, and respect for the limited role of the 
judiciary that they need to excel as federal judges. Moreover, today is especially good news for 
Erie since the city’s federal courthouse will have a sitting judge for the first time in 2 years. As 
we have done over the years, I look forward to working with Senator Casey on a bipartisan basis 
to have these outstanding nominees confirmed by the Senate." 
 
TENNESSEE 

Sens. Corker & Alexander on three pending TN federal judicial nominees (Republican - 
Tennessee) 09/30/15 Corker said he believes Crenshaw and McDonough will be confirmed by the 
end of the year. He denied GOP lawmakers are engineering a slowdown. “There is a logjam, but there 
is no problem, nobody holding them up,” Corker said. Alexander said all three Tennessee nominees 
are well qualified. “We’ll do everything we can to urge the Senate to confirm them this year, if 
possible,” Alexander said. “These three aren’t controversial so I see no reason why they shouldn’t 
move through.” 

SEN. CORKER INTRODUCES STANTON AT SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
NOMINATION HEARING: hopes Stanton will be confirmed as judge "very, very soon" 
(Republican - Tennessee) 09/30/15  "It’s my pleasure to introduce Edward Stanton III, nominee for 
the U.S. District Court Judge for the Western District of Tennessee. ... I hope that he will be 
confirmed very, very soon." 

Sen. Alexander: Lifelong Memphian Ed Stanton Is “Fair, Impartial…a Rising Star” 
(Republican - Tennessee) 09/30/15 “People who know Memphis know that for some time now Ed 
Stanton has been considered to be a rising star. Ed is a lifelong Memphian with solid legal experience 
that spans both the public and private sectors, and I know he’ll do his best to serve West Tennesseans 
in a fair and impartial manner. I urge the committee to support his nomination and the Senate to 
speedily confirm him.” 

http://www.politicspa.com/pa-sen-toomey-sets-narrative-in-campaign-announcement/69104/
http://www.casey.senate.gov/newsroom/releases/casey-toomey-applaud-nomination-of-four-candidates-to-us-district-courts-of-pennsylvania
http://www.casey.senate.gov/newsroom/releases/casey-toomey-applaud-nomination-of-four-candidates-to-us-district-courts-of-pennsylvania
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2015/09/30/tennessee-judicial-vacancies-caught-senate-logjam/73108784/
http://www.corker.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/corker-introduces-stanton-at-senate-judiciary-committee-nomination-hearing
http://www.corker.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/corker-introduces-stanton-at-senate-judiciary-committee-nomination-hearing
http://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/9/alexander-lifelong-memphian-ed-stanton-is-fair-impartial-a-rising-star
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Sen. Alexander Statement on Senate Judiciary Committee Approval of Waverly Crenshaw and 
Travis McDonough to be U.S. District Judges in Tennessee (Republican - Tennessee) 07/09/15  
“Tennessee will be well-served by Waverly Crenshaw and Travis McDonough. They are men of good 
character and good temperament, and I am glad the Judiciary Committee voted to approve the 
nominations so that their nominations can now be considered by the full Senate.” 
SEN. CORKER INTRODUCES MCDONOUGH AND CRENSHAW AT SENATE 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE NOMINATION HEARING: Senator Urges Committee to Send 
Nominations to the Full Senate for Consideration (Republican - Tennessee) 06/10/15 "I am here 
to support them wholeheartedly. I thank you for this hearing. I think you will find their testimony 
before you to be very, very good. I certainly hope that we promptly put [them] in these 
outstanding positions that they deserve." 
 
UTAH 

Sen. Hatch Applauds Nomination of Ronald G. Russell to U.S. District Court (R-UT) 12/17/15 
U.S. Senator Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah), a senior member and former Chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, joined with Senator Mike Lee (R-Utah) in recommending Russell’s nomination to the 
President and applauded the announcement. “I’m extraordinarily pleased that the President has 
nominated Ron Russell to join the federal bench in Utah,” Hatch said. “Ron possesses a broad range 
of experience—from private practice to local government to a clerkship on the very court to which he 
has been nominated—that have made him a widely respected member of the bar. I am confident that 
Ron will make an excellent jurist, and I will work to help ensure his timely confirmation by the 
Senate.”... Russell has been nominated to a seat that has been vacant since September 1, 2014, when 
Judge Brian Stewart took senior status. Over his 39 years of service in the United States Senate, Sen. 
Hatch has been in involved in the confirmation of 72% of the judges who have ever served on 
Utah’s federal district court, three-quarters of which have been confirmed unanimously. 

Sen. Lee looks forward to "speedy confirmation" of Ronald G. Russell district court 
nomination (R-UT) 12/16/15 Utah Sens. Orrin Hatch and Mike Lee recommended Russell....Lee 
added his strong endorsement: "This is a good day for the federal judiciary and for Utah. Ron is an 
extraordinary talent, and I look forward to a speedy confirmation so that he can get to work." 
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